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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on food 
wastage1

1. While 122 million EU citizens face the risk of poverty, over 100 million tonnes of food is 
wasted annually in the EU. This amount of food could solve the problem of world hunger.

2. Every tonne of food waste prevented could save the equivalent of 4.2 tonnes of CO2 and 
decrease the use of natural resources-

3. The theme of Expo 2015 is ‘Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life’.

4. The Commission is urged to encourage the Member States to take action against food 
wastage at every level of the food supply chain, from production through to consumption.

5. The Commission is exhorted to open a dialogue with stakeholders to ensure that unsold 
edible food is made available to charitable organisations.

6. On 19 January 2012 Parliament adopted a resolution on ‘how to avoid food wastage: 
strategies for a more efficient food chain in the EU’2.

7. The Commission is hence called upon to encourage Member States to educate citizens, 
promote best practices, conduct analyses and initiate social campaigns on food wastage.

8. The Commission is also called upon to designate 2016 as the European Year against food 
wastage.

9. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the 
Commission and the Council.

1 In accordance with Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, when the declaration is signed by a 
majority of Parliament’s component Members, it shall be published in the minutes with the names of its 
signatories and forwarded to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.
2 OJ C 227 E, 6.8.2013, p. 25.


