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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on eHealth1

1. eHealth has the potential to reshape health services in the EU, making them more efficient 
in every regard. It improves services for citizens, reduces the associated costs and 
operating charges, engenders significant savings for national health care systems and 
allows for decentralised health care policies.

2. eHealth is firstly an advanced medical instrument that combines innovative ICT 
techniques that can be applied to many fields, including medical, scientific and 
technological.

3. However, due to disparities between the Member States in terms of investment, the 
Commission’s eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 has not led to the adoption of eHealth 
across the EU. Italy, for instance, spends EUR 21 per citizen on eHealth, while Denmark 
invests EUR 70 per citizen.

4. The Commission is hence called upon to take the necessary steps, in cooperation with the 
Member States, to bridge this digital investment gap. The Commission is also called upon 
to facilitate cooperation between the Member States on eHealth and the sharing of their 
experiences, knowledge and good practices. The Commission, in cooperation with the 
Member States, should also run eHealth awareness-raising campaigns, taking into account 
social and territorial inequalities.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


