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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on 
compatibility between oil extraction and the quality of water intended for human 
consumption1

1. Oil extraction is a high-risk activity which has a huge impact on the environment, in 
particular its flora and fauna. 

2. Soils and aquifers are contaminated as a result of the use of drilling fluids for extraction 
operations. In addition, abandoned oil wells, oil field wastewater filtration, polluted 
surface waters and oil slurry can all lead to serious water contamination. 

3. All oil extraction operations in Europe must comply with the highest environmental 
protection and health safety standards in accordance with Article 191 of the TFEU, which 
states that ‘Union policy on the environment shall aim at a high level of protection’ and 
‘shall be based on the precautionary principle and on the principles that preventive action 
should be taken’.

4. The Commission is hence called upon to take all the necessary steps to monitor and assess 
the impact of oil extraction and oil exploration on human health and the environment, in 
particular the impact of inland oil extraction on the quality of water intended for human 
consumption.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


