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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on energy 
poverty 1

1. Energy poverty is an alarming social reality that requires action. Deriving from a 
combination of factors such as the high price of energy, low incomes, and energy 
inefficiency in buildings, the lack of basic energy services is a scourge that affects 
people’s wellbeing.

2. Energy poverty has an impact on the physical and mental health of those who experience 
it, which in turn leads to lowered standards of living and social exclusion; this increases 
the vulnerability of underprivileged groups and accentuates social disparities. 
Furthermore, energy poverty contributes to undermining economic development by 
slowing essential sectors such as industry, health and agriculture.

 3. The Member States have had difficulty identifying the right strategies to tackle the 
problem, allowing national interests and discrepancies to find their way into the statistical 
data.

4. The Commission and the Council are therefore invited to assist the Member States with 
adopting a common definition of ‘energy poverty’ and tackling it through common 
European data and statistics, with financial support for technological innovations and 
efficiency measures, and with the provision of a universal service that supports real 
economic and social cohesion. 

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


