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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on infectious 
diseases of early childhood1

1. The decrease in the number of children receiving vaccinations is leading to the return of 
paediatric diseases such as measles and rubella.

2. The purpose of eradicating infections which are particularly insidious because of their 
disabling outcomes and the risks of death from complications arising during their course 
appears to be at risk.

3. Recently, several misinformation campaigns have led to increasing hostility towards 
vaccinations, which are deemed responsible for the onset of autism or of other disabling 
diseases such as Macrophagic Myofasciitis (MMF).

4. Forms of incapacity and disability arising from certain diseases represent a significant 
social cost, affecting the quality of life of individuals and hindering opportunities for 
social and professional integration, thus leading to social exclusion.

5. Member States are responsible for prevention policies but have different orientations and 
regional approaches. The EU should therefore ensure that care is taken of the most 
vulnerable individuals, including children, by creating a framework which allows them to 
play a key role within society.

6. Given the remarkable results that vaccination has had in the past, the Commission is 
called on to implement an outreach plan promoting a new awareness of the benefits of 
vaccination and of the social impact of diseases generating disability, working alongside 
the scientific community in order to fight any cultural resistance.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


