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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on an EU rail 
disability pass1

1. It is estimated that 80 million European Union citizens have a disability.

2. Currently people with a disability can obtain an EU (Disabled) Parking Card which can 
then be used throughout all 28 EU Member States. 

3. However, no such EU scheme operates for rail travel.

4. Some Member States (such as the UK) offer a concessionary rail pass for people with a 
disability in order to encourage rail travel, but many Member States do not offer such a 
provision. This prevents many disabled citizens from travelling by train throughout 
Europe.

5. With freedom of movement being one of the key principles of the European Union, we 
should do more to allow disabled people to travel throughout Europe. Rail journeys 
should be a part of this solution, thus also helping to meet the objectives of the European 
Disability Strategy 2010-2020.

6. The Commission is hence called upon to:

- encourage Member States to promote rail travel through the use of a concessionary rail 
pass and other such initiatives;

- look towards creating an EU rail disability pass.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


