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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, on the 
inclusion and integration of the blind and visually impaired on the European labour 
market1

1. The employment situation for blind people in Europe is becoming increasingly 
problematic, with prejudices regarding their professional capacities being compounded by 
the effects of the crisis and technological developments that have eliminated the need for 
telephone operators, for example, one of the principal functions in which people in this 
category were traditionally employed.

2. Employment opportunities for the blind must not be the result of efforts to establish 
generalised career profiles but should enable them to fill posts in line with the knowledge 
acquired by them during their training.

3. The Commission and Council are called upon to:

a. encourage the integration of the blind;

b. promote the development of new career opportunities tailored to the abilities and 
profiles of  the blind and visually impaired in Europe.

4. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it shall, without binding Parliament, be published in the minutes with the 
names of its signatories and forwarded to the addressees. 


