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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
donation of unsold consumable food to charities1

1. One in four Europeans, or 125 million people, are at risk of poverty, and 16 million 
Europeans suffer from food poverty.

2. Our consumption habits, especially where supermarkets are concerned, mean that a great 
number of products that are still consumable are either not sold or are removed from sale 
and destroyed. It is estimated that 100 million tons of foodstuffs are wasted each year in 
Europe.

3. This applies in particular to products very close to their sell-by date, articles left over from 
temporary promotions, fruit and vegetables whose appearance is deemed substandard, etc.

4. According to a report published by the European Economic and Social Committee in June 
2014, a number of EU countries have already taken steps to encourage the donation of 
unsold food to charities.

5. The Commission and the Council are called upon to examine the possibility of adopting, 
in cooperation with the food sector, an EU-wide scheme to encourage supermarkets to 
distribute their unsold consumable food to charities.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


