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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on 
strengthening the work of the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights 
in Venezuela1

1. Since nationwide protests began in 2014, Venezuela has been experiencing a severe 
deterioration in respect for human rights, including in the form of media censorship, 
restriction of freedom of expression, police brutality, arbitrary arrests and detention of the 
political opposition and pro-democracy activists.

2. The parliamentary elections scheduled for this year are threatened by the fact that the 
government is actively persecuting the political opposition; the elections could be further 
weakened by the fact that the President has been granted the power to govern by decree 
until 31 December 2015.

3. On 28 April 2015 the Commission and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy adopted a joint communication on a new Action Plan on 
Human Rights and Democracy for the 2015-2019 period, aimed at making better use of 
existing instruments to increase the EU’s impact on human rights and democracy in its 
external policy.

4. The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) was launched in 
2007 to help strengthen civil society and make it a dynamic force for democratic reform, 
and to defend human rights in non-EU countries.

5. The Commission is hence called upon to actively facilitate the expansion of the EIDHR’s 
work to support Venezuelan civil society.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the 
Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


