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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on epilepsy1

1. Epilepsy is the most common serious neurological brain disease.

2. Fifty million people suffer from epilepsy worldwide, including six million people in 
Europe, and 300 000 new cases are diagnosed each year.

3. Five per cent of people are susceptible to epileptic episodes, and it is estimated that up to 
70 % of those diagnosed would not have seizures with proper treatment, while 40 % of 
Europeans with epilepsy are not receiving treatment.

4. Epilepsy disrupts all aspects of people’s lives: they suffer unemployment problems, and 
the illness imposes physical and social burdens on individuals and their families.

5. The Commission and Council are encouraged to adopt a comprehensive strategy to meet 
the challenges of epilepsy. Research into the prevention, diagnosis and early treatment of 
epilepsy should be promoted, as well as better promotion of social integration of 
individuals.

6. The Commission and the Council are invited to recognise epilepsy as a public health 
priority in Europe.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


