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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, on the need to 
keep the Kingdom of Morocco as a strategic partner of the EU1

1.  Since the signing of the Association Agreement with the European Union (EU) in 1996, 
Morocco has been a strategic partner. Since 2008, it has enjoyed an advanced status with 
the EU.

2.  Under European Neighbourhood Policy, Morocco entered into partnership with the EU for 
mobility, migration and security.  

3.  Morocco has made numerous reforms regarding fundamental rights and freedoms, 
including adoption of the Constitution of 1 July 2011 and the advanced regionalisation 
process. 

4.  The CJEU judgment issued on Thursday 10 December 2015 ordering the annulment of 
Council Decision 2012/497/EU on the conclusion of an agreement on agricultural 
products between the EU and Morocco is sending an alarming signal to our Moroccan 
partners. 

5.  The EU Council has announced its intention to appeal against the judgement.

6.  To avoid weakening the partnership, the Commission and Council are urged to encourage 
and support Morocco in its democratic reforms and ensure the legal validity of 
international agreements concluded by them with this partner. 

7.  This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


