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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
prioritisation of a European Dementia Strategy1

1. Every year 1.4 million Europeans develop some form of dementia, with the World Health 
Organisation estimating that 6.4 million people are living with dementia in the European 
Union.

2. By 2050 the number of people over 65 in Europe will be three times higher than in 2003, 
and five times higher in the case of the over 80s, thus widening the pool of people at risk 
of dementia.

3. Dementia and its related health consequences have a tremendous impact on the people 
affected, their families, caregivers, and society as a whole, and studies have shown that 
improved cardiovascular risk factors and higher education levels can lead to a reduction in 
national dementia cases.

4. The Council and the Commission are hence called upon to make combating Alzheimer’s 
and other types of dementia a top priority of the European Union, and to put further 
emphasis on cooperation among Member States in the areas of research, care and 
prevention.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


