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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the online 
sale of drugs having dangerous side effects for women’s health1

1. Over the past few years we have witnessed an increase in the number of websites selling 
drugs that have a number of counterindications and dangerous side effects for women’s 
health, without any requirement for a medical prescription or control of their use.

2. We are experiencing ever more frequent sales of drug packages for abortion. These drugs 
are generally registered for other medical uses but lead to the interruption of pregnancy if 
combined with the RU486 pill.

3. It is also possible to buy online drugs to be used in the event of complications, resulting in 
haemorrhaging following removal of the embryo.

4. The ease of access to such websites and the lack of control over the sale and 
commercialisation of these drugs are particularly worrying, as their purchase exposes 
women, especially very young ones, to serious dangers and the risk of death.

5. The Commission and the Council are called upon to develop initiatives, both at EU level 
and in cooperation with the Member States, to limit and control the online sale and 
commercialisation of drugs having dangerous side effects for human health, and women’s 
health in particular, in the framework of the EU trade and health policies.

6. Furthermore, the Commission and the Council are called upon to identify, in cooperation 
with the Member States, initiatives at EU level to raise awareness of the sale and 
commercialisation of such drugs.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


