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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on 
naturopathy1

1. The WHO has recognised naturopathy as a liberal profession in the health sector and 
acknowledged its role as a complete non-medical approach to health with a strong 
European tradition.

2. As early as 1997 the EU acknowledged the existence of non-medical practitioners through 
the Lannoye-Collins Report, which required all Member States to work together to 
harmonise training in non-conventional medicine. 

3. Several Member States offer specific training in naturopathy, based on different systems. 
Because of this, naturopathy cannot be regarded only as a specialisation within other types 
of training in the health sector. 

4. In attempts to harmonise naturopathy training in Europe the absolute need has been 
pointed out for a thoroughgoing knowledge of disciplines belonging to areas of medicine 
such as public health, hygiene, first aid and professional ethics (WHO guidelines 2004).

5. The Commission is hence called upon to identify the steps needed to recognise and 
regulate naturopathy in Europe in order to guarantee citizens a homogeneous and 
competent offer in the field of prevention of illness, education in healthy lifestyles and the 
treatment of CESE (Cumulative Effects of Subclinical Everything).

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


