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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on EU SME 
internationalisation1

1. Only a few European SMEs export their goods and services outside the EU. Increasing 
internationalisation of SMEs and easier access to third markets is essential in order to 
enhance competitiveness, growth and innovation.

2. A considerable number of European SMEs are involved in international activities, but 
only a small percentage are involved in internationalisation beyond the internal market.

3. Longer-term forecasts made by the OECD suggest that today’s developing and emerging 
countries are likely to account for nearly 60 % of world GDP by 2030.

4. Complicated administrative procedures, high costs of delivery, and identifying business 
partners were cited as major barriers to exports.

5. Closer cooperation between the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security, the Commissioner responsible for the internal market, 
industry, entrepreneurship and SMEs, and the Commissioner for Trade would therefore be 
important in order to promote trade between European SMEs and businesses in third 
countries.

6. It is necessary to adapt the strategy for SME internationalisation to the real situation of 
businesses in the EU, so as to increase trade with third markets and the number of 
enterprises that are involved in trade with third countries.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


