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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on Lyme 
disease1

1. Lyme disease is a bacterial disease that affects humans and many animals, including dogs, 
cats and horses.

2. It is becoming ever more widespread, including in Europe and the USA, affecting 
65 countries in all.

3. It can develop over several years or decades, going through number of different stages, 
but there is currently controversy among medical experts worldwide as regards screening, 
treatments, and the chronic aspects of the disease.

4. Owing to the wide range of symptoms involved, Lyme disease can often be misdiagnosed.

5. The Commission and the Council are asked to adopt a comprehensive strategy to address 
the challenges posed by Lyme disease. Research needs to be promoted with a view to the 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease.

6. The Commission and the Council, alongside the European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control, are also asked to mount an awareness-raising and prevention campaign 
focusing on Lyme disease, aimed at the general public and health professionals in Europe.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


