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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on consumer 
protection in the labelling of fishery and aquaculture products1

1. A growing number of new studies have highlighted the seriousness of consumer fraud in 
the labelling of fish in the EU.

2. In Brussels alone, an ‘error’ rate of 31.8 % (95 % for tuna) was recently uncovered. In 
2013, University College Dublin (Ireland) reported that 28 % of cod products in Ireland 
and the United Kingdom were mislabelled and consisted of less expensive species. In 
2011, Oviedo University (Spain) and Aristotle University (Greece) confirmed error rates 
of 40 % in the stated origin of hake sold in both countries.

3. We are also concerned that Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 on the provision of food 
information to consumers does not include the obligation to disclose the species and place 
of origin of processed or canned products.

4. These are not isolated practices; they almost always involve cheaper fish rather than the 
more expensive ones, and they are becoming more frequent every year.

5. This is in breach of consumer protection rules laid down in the reform of the CFP: 
Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy (Article 2) and 
Regulation (EU) No 1379/2013 on the common organisation of the markets in fishery and 
aquaculture products (Articles 35-38).

6. The Commission is called upon to consider initiatives to promote the systematic and 
coordinated checking of fish labelling to protect consumers in the EU.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


