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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on setting up a 
European strategy for the management, control and possible eradication of the Asian 
hornet (Vespa velutina nigrithorax)1

1. New pests and invasive species are appearing as a result of globalisation and climate 
change.

2. It is thought that the Asian hornet (Vespa velutina nigrithorax) appeared in Europe after 
hibernating queens of the species were accidentally imported in plant containers 
originating in China. The first nest was found in France in 2005.

3. The Asian hornet is now found in France, along the Cantabrian coast of Spain and in 
northern Portugal, as well as in Belgium and Italy.

4. Vespa velutina nigrithorax destabilises the populations of many indigenous insect species, 
particularly bees and other pollinators.

5. It is causing serious financial losses in agriculture, particularly in the beekeeping and fruit 
sectors.

6. The Commission is called upon to study a European strategy for the management, control 
and possible eradication of Vespa velutina nigrithorax which does not involve the use of 
pesticides and which does not endanger bees or any natural predators thereof, but which 
sets out the necessary arrangements in terms of coordination, control and research.

7. The Commission is called upon to identify sufficient funding for research on the basis of 
the criteria set out in point 6.

8. The Commission is called upon to identify funding for financial assistance to beekeepers 
in order to offset the damage caused by Vespa velutina nigrithorax.

9. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


