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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
common response to the Zika virus1

1. The World Health Organisation (WHO) has already warned that Zika is likely to spread 
explosively. Pregnant women who become infected with the Zika virus can transmit the 
virus to their unborn babies, with potentially serious consequences.

2. More than 20 countries are reporting such cases and there have been some 5 000 reported 
cases of microcephaly in Brazil alone since October 2015.

3. The Zika virus has already reached Member States such as France, Spain, Slovenia, 
Belgium and the Czech Republic, with Spain reporting the first case in the European 
Union of a pregnant woman diagnosed with the virus.

4. On 1 February 2016 the WHO declared the Zika virus to be a public health emergency of 
international concern requiring a unified response.

5. The Commission is hence called upon to recommend that Member States take emergency 
measures and establish guidelines for a common European prevention strategy.

6. The Commission is also called upon to consider an EU-wide campaign to avoid further 
spread of the disease and to strengthen research in order to make the European health 
system more resilient to diseases like Zika.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


