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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the need to 
keep Russia as a strategic partner of the EU1

1. Historically, Russia has been a very important partner of the European Union (EU). In 
1997 the EU and Russia signed an Agreement on partnership and cooperation.

2. With its 142 million inhabitants, Russia is a strategic market for ‘Made in EU’ and for the 
whole European economy (8 % of the EU’s exports are to Russia and 13 % of its imports 
from Russia). EU exports to Russia play a fundamental role in the agri-food, 
manufacturing and mechanical engineering sectors. 

3. Noting that the recent duties between the EU and Russia have resulted in an economic loss 
for the EU of about EUR 100 billion and a considerable loss of confidence on the Russian 
side in our countries and in the European institutions.

4. The Commission and the Council are therefore invited to facilitate a good relationship 
with this fundamental trading, economic and political partner, given that it is possible to 
deal with our Russian partners without further penalising our companies and, 
consequently, our economy.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


