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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on accessibility 
of housing for vulnerable communities1

1. In the European Union there are communities at risk of social exclusion who struggle with 
housing issues and lack the financial resources to meet their basic needs. Some European 
citizens live in improvised structures which are sometimes illegally placed on public or 
private property. They often lack access to basic living conditions and are subject to 
forced evictions. 

2. The United Nations and the Council of Europe have stipulated respectively that ‘everyone 
has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and 
of his family, including food, clothing, housing […]’ and that states have a responsibility 
‘[…] to make the price of housing accessible to those without adequate resources.’

3. The Commission and Council are hence called upon to work with the Member States to 
make housing accessible for all EU citizens, without exception, to eliminate the risk of 
social exclusion of vulnerable communities, and to have proper housing clearly specified 
and included in the catalogue of fundamental rights of all EU citizens.

4. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


