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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on combating 
online hate and extremism1

1. Important benefits can be derived from the internet in the exercise of freedom of 
expression. While the internet is very useful, it can at the same time be used as a platform 
for harmful purposes. 

2. Freedom of speech is one of the fundamental rights of European citizens and this should 
be honoured. 

3. Terrorists and extremists use fake accounts for recruitment and to spread their ideology 
and propaganda online.

4. Anonymous defamatory comments and hate speech posted online violate fundamental 
human rights.

5. In light of the increase in extremism on social media and libellous comments posted 
online, some Member States are set to adopt specific laws on online content.

6. The Commission is called upon to encourage Member States to find and implement a 
uniform approach to this issue and find a balance between public safety, freedom of 
speech and the right to privacy, while respecting citizens’ fundamental rights.

7. The Commission is called upon to issue guidelines for internet service providers, inviting 
them to take effective measures to limit the dissemination of hate speech and speech 
inciting violence, and to implement guidelines to prevent unlawful speech.

8. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


