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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on establishing 
a voluntary EU-wide Digital Schools Excellence programme1

1. Future jobs will require a mix of digital and business-specific skills that European 
education systems are not yet fully addressing.

2. At least 100 million EU citizens currently have insufficient digital skills, with generations 
of Europeans overestimating the skills they have. This needs to be counteracted by 
improving the digital skills taught to young people in Europe.

3. Joint Research Centre (JRC) research shows that disparities persist in the availability of 
ICT-based educational tools and content, pointing to the urgent need for a Europe-wide 
benchmark for schools to reach and compare themselves with.

4. The Council and the Commission are hence called upon to:

a. consider establishing a voluntary EU-wide technology framework, to enable schools 
to assess their digital education performance;

b. promote the use of technology throughout all aspects of the classroom, to ensure that 
key digital skills are built upon as a student progresses through primary education;

c. encourage the private sector to support any digital school initiatives, to ease the 
burden on schools of supplying classrooms with the appropriate technology.

5. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


