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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on accessible 
urban areas and inclusive cities for all1

1. Almost two thirds of Europe’s population live in cities or towns, and this share continues 
to grow. Therefore, urban development is central to the EU’s regional policy.

2. Urban environmental barriers, including physical barriers and barriers to information and 
communication, must be removed in order to foster a more inclusive society and facilitate 
independent living for people with disabilities, enabling them to have equal access to 
education, employment, transport, housing and recreation.

3. Accessible urban areas would safeguard a high quality of life for all, not only for people 
with disabilities but also for people with temporary reduced mobility, for those having to 
handle pushchairs or suitcases, and for the elderly.

4. The ‘European Accessibility Act’, aimed at ensuring the accessibility of goods and 
services and also necessarily covering the physical environment, such as the buildings 
where services are provided, will be instrumental in achieving the full participation of 
people with disabilities in society and in our cities.

5. The Commission is therefore called on to make recommendations with a view to ensuring 
inclusive city growth and urban areas designed for all, especially in the context of the 
projects included in the EU Urban Agenda and in the EU’s regional policy in general, 
during the 2014-2020 programming period.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


