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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on taxation 
applied to women’s sanitary products such as tampons1

1. Taxation policies have a gender dimension.

2. Sanitary products such as tampons, towels and moon cups are essential to women’s health 
and thus should not be considered a luxury. 

3. The application of standard or reduced VAT rates to these products while other products 
are eligible for exemptions, super-reduced rates or zero rates entails discrimination against 
women.

4. It is to be regretted that the Member States do not have the option to introduce VAT 
exemptions, super-reduced rates or zero rates for women’s sanitary products.

5. The Council conclusions of March 2016 which call for a zero rate option for these 
products are to be welcomed.

6. Accordingly, the Commission and the Council are called upon to:

a. promote best practice on taxation policies that takes gender impact into account, 
furthers gender equality and addresses this situation as soon as possible;

b. encourage the Member States to make use of the flexibility in the existing VAT 
Directive and apply the lowest possible VAT rate to women’s sanitary products.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


