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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on recognition 
by Turkey of the Armenian, Chaldeo-Assyrian-Syrian and Pontic Greek genocides of 
19151

1. The genocide against the Armenians was perpetrated between April 1915 and July 1916 
(or as late as 1923), during which time 1.2 million Armenians died who had been living in 
territory which is now Turkish.

2. In addition, between 500 000 and 750 000 Assyrians were massacred during the same 
period, and some 350 000 Pontic Greeks died, partly by being murdered or hanged but 
some of them also of famine and disease.

3. In 1965, Uruguay became the first country to officially recognise the genocide against the 
Armenians, and since then many parties have recognised it: the European Parliament 
(1987), the Council of Europe (1998) and many countries around the world and in Europe 
(24). 

4. Between 2002 and 2013 the European Union paid Turkey nearly EUR 6 billion, and the 
IPA II programme provides for EUR 4.5 billion over the period 2014-2020. A further 
EUR 3 billion is to be paid to it to manage the migration crisis. 

5. The Commission and Council are encouraged to enter into discussions with the Turkish 
Government to persuade it to officially recognise the Armenian, Chaldeo-Assyrian-Syrian 
and Pontic Greek genocides perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire, whose successor Turkey 
claims to be. 

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


