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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on 
reconsidering whether to build the new Lyon-Turin high-speed rail line1

1. One of the aims of the TEN-T programme is to remove bottlenecks and bridge the missing 
links on European core network corridors.

2. The Lyon-Turin section already has a line which has recently been modernised and could 
cope with any increase in demand. (Only if that line were to reach saturation point should 
a new railway be built.) Over the past 20 years, however, actual traffic has been ten times 
lower than the present capacity limit and is unlikely to increase.

3. The building work and its environmental impact have prompted repeated objections from 
people living close to the project site. 

4. Over the course of many years, the project has continually fallen behind schedule, and the 
estimated costs have soared; there has, moreover, been some evidence of infiltration, 
suggesting that organised criminals have become involved in carrying out the project 
works.

5. The Commission is therefore called upon to review the method of assessment and to 
reconsider whether the new high-speed rail line should be built, bearing in mind that the 
aim should be to make the best possible use of existing infrastructure and save the 
financial resources of the EU and the Member States, which should instead be invested in 
projects with real added value.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


