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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on Leonard 
Peltier1

1. Leonard Peltier is a Native American activist who has been imprisoned since 1977 after 
being convicted, in very dubious circumstances, of the murder of two FBI agents. He 
received two life sentences but has always maintained his innocence. 

2. The United States Administration now admits that the affidavits which were used to arrest 
and extradite Mr Peltier from Canada were false, and US prosecutor Lynn Crooks has 
stated that the US Administration had no proof of who killed the agents.

3. Amnesty International has repeatedly expressed its concerns over the fairness of the 
proceedings leading to his trial and conviction. 

4. After over 40 years spent in federal penitentiaries, Mr Peltier’s health has severely 
deteriorated and, according to specialists, if Mr Peltier does not receive proper medical 
treatment his life could be in danger. 

5. It should be recalled that the European Parliament, in its resolutions on Leonard Peltier 
from 1994 and 1999, called for him to be granted presidential executive clemency and for 
an investigation into the judicial improprieties involved in his conviction.

6. The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy is hence 
called upon to raise the case of Leonard Peltier with the American authorities.

7. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the 
Commission and the High Representative of the Union.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


