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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, on the 
importance of specialised technical training for young people who want to work in the 
primary sector1

1. Agriculture is one of the key sectors of the European economy. Despite the crisis that has 
been hitting France and Italy in particular, the agricultural sector is attracting the interest 
of young people, who are turning increasingly towards farming.

2. To meet the demands of an increasingly complex market and compete with third 
countries, farmers need to master new skills, ranging from management to marketing.

3. The number of enrolments for training in the primary sector is increasing in many 
Member States: in France, young people are specialising particularly in farm management 
(+14 %), whereas in Italy notices of regional competitions for graduates in agricultural 
subjects are published in order to encourage renewal.

4. Given the high unemployment rate among young people, training in this sector should be 
promoted at European level.

5. The Commission and the Council are asked to work with the Member States to promote 
training in primary-sector professions and to support entrepreneurship among young 
people.

6. This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council 
and the Commission.

1 Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of 
Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded 
to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.


