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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission's Communication to the European Council: External Energy 
Relations - from Principles to action, which incorporates the climate change and energy 
security agendas, as well as energy and development policies; stresses that, in planning 
and implementing its energy policy, the European Union must respect the principles 
which underpin its development cooperation policy; regrets that insufficient financial 
resources have been earmarked for addressing the challenge of energy and development;

2. Stresses that the EU's cooperation with developing countries in the field of energy supply 
must incorporate the aspect of sustainability; considers that one objective should be to 
ensure that developing countries have the capacity to take account of climate 
considerations in national decision-making processes, have properly functioning energy 
markets, can participate in international institutions and have the capacity to develop 
policies for sustainable energy, giving priority to both efficiency and renewables;

3. Stresses that energy is a cross-cutting issue with high development potential, as access to 
affordable energy services is imperative for satisfying basic needs and providing a host of 
labour-saving devices and income-generating opportunities;

4. Stresses that economic development does not have to mean repeating the polluting 
practices of the industrialized countries; calls for additional sustainable energy capacity 
building and technology cooperation; stresses the potential benefits for developing 
countries of access to the technologies developed, or being developed, by the European 
Union and to its programmes in the areas of energy production and demand side 
management; calls for sufficiently funded energy partnerships to be established with 
countries like China and India where rapidly increasing GHG emissions pose a great 
threat to climate stability and thus to development; considers that these partnerships 
should have the aim of bringing about sustainable development and should neither 
replace development cooperation nor count towards the aid targets which the EU has 
committed itself to;

5. Stresses that preconditions for renewable technologies are excellent in many developing 
countries, providing an effective way of meeting soaring oil costs; suggests that support 
for renewable energy production in partner countries – based on strict sustainability 
criteria – should be a top priority for multilateral finance institutions;

6. Welcomes the EU-Africa energy partnership; stresses that the primary focus should be 
the provision of affordable energy for poverty reduction based on efficiency and 
renewable energy sources rather than securing European energy supply;

7. Stresses the high vulnerability of populations in many low-income countries to weather-
related disasters as a consequence of climate change; expresses particular concern over 
the serious threats to development and the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals because of the expected increase in the frequency of heavy storms and floods, 
increased shortage of fresh water as well as rising sea-levels; calls urgently for the 
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integration of disaster prevention and risk reduction in poverty reduction strategies;

8. Calls on the Commission to promote the strengthening of the energy-related aspects of 
the activities of multilateral organisations in the area of trade, finance and development 
and in particular of the World Trade Organization, the World Bank and its Investment 
Framework for Clean Energy and Sustainable Development; the International Finance 
Corporation, and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and to give greater 
support to multilateral technical initiatives such as the Global Gas Flaring Reduction 
Partnership, Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative, Financial Action Task Force, 
IFC Equator Principles and Inogate;

9. Stresses that a precarious energy and climate situation is likely to be the trigger for 
international crises and conflicts, with catastrophic consequences for democracy, human 
rights and development, as exemplified by the conflict in Darfur; therefore calls for an 
increased recognition by the international community of the security dimension of the 
energy and climate challenge, along with its economic, environmental and developmental 
concerns;

10. Notes the leading role of the European Union in development assistance, stresses that 
development policies and cooperation programmes should be based on partnership 
relations with developing countries; donors' policies and actions should provide 
incentives for a mutually beneficial relationship with the recipient countries and should 
take into account the close link between energy policy and policies in other sectors such 
as agriculture, trade, environment, demography, health and education;

11. Underlines the unacceptable situation in many oil- and gas-producing States in terms of 
the lack of transparency as to how oil and gas resources are used and the lack of 
development benefits from such energy resource riches; calls therefore for bold initiatives 
by the EU to move good governance to the centre of energy security; calls for 
transparency in the management of extractive industries such as oil production on the part 
of both governments and companies, and demands that full disclosure of how oil and gas 
revenues are used be made a precondition for the importing of these resources into the 
EU; moreover, calls for clever sanctions against corrupt practices in oil and gas 
producing States;

12. Calls on the Member States to assume their responsibilities in the field of sustainable 
energy as a part of a common European energy strategy in their relations with developing 
countries.
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