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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the concept of ‘growth’, which refers to quantitative economic measures, is 
not to be confused with ‘development’, which refers to qualitative criteria and 
encompasses quality of life and the improvement of living conditions (quality of the 
environment, health, education, fair redistribution of incomes, social connections, etc.); 
urges the EU accordingly not to pursue a simple ‘growth-oriented’ development policy;

2. Stresses that the correlation between welfare and GDP is not automatic but conditional, as 
GDP excludes a range of non-market activities (such as childcare, care of the elderly and 
the sick, etc.) which influence wellbeing; points out also that if wellbeing and GDP can go 
hand in hand in developing countries, there are also cases where policies can contribute to 
wellbeing while slowing down growth, as in the case of the preservation of the forestry 
ecosystem; believes therefore that, in line with the objective of development policy 
coherence, alternative indicators to GDP are needed in order to provide a representative 
picture of economic, social and environmental conditions;

3. Hopes that the Commission proposal to measure performance on environmental as well as 
purely economic indicators will be compatible and consistent with existing global 
initiatives, such as the UN Human Development Index;

4. Recalls that GDP is not a good measure of welfare; expects that shifting attention towards 
broader and more sustainable indicators will lead also to more systematic focus on social 
and environmental factors in developing countries, including climate change, health, 
education and governance, and thereby enable development policies to target the most 
needy and disadvantaged populations; emphasises the need to extend National Accounts 
to environmental and social issues so as to enable this set of indicators to perform 
adequately;

5. Welcomes the initiative beyond GPD taken by the European institutions to stop limiting 
the way in which the wealth of nations and the wellbeing of citizens are measured;

6. Intends to monitor closely any new instrument to ensure it does not lead to any reduction 
in development aid, notably as regards the EU’s commitment to spend 0.7% of GDP on 
development by 2015.
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