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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Agriculture and Rural 

Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 

motion for a resolution: 

Recital A. Whereas 40% of the global greenhouse gases are emitted in the agriculture sector; 

whereas agriculture is the main source of methane and nitrous oxide, and both of these 

greenhouse gases have a much larger warming potential than carbon dioxide; and whereas 

climate change affects especially poor people in developing countries and diminish farming 

opportunities; 

Recital B. Whereas rural inhabitant in developing countries account for between 70% and 

80% of the undernourished; and whereas eradicating extreme poverty and hunger is 

dependent on improving the living conditions of farmers and agricultural workers in 

developing countries;  

Recital C. Whereas the report by the UN special rapporteur for the right to food "Agroecology 

and the Right to Food” shows that agroecology can double food production in entire regions 

within 10 years while mitigating climate change and alleviating rural poverty; recognizes that 

long term productivity and food security, especially resilience of agricultural systems to 

climatic disturbances, depends on due care for natural resources, particularly soil, water use 

and biodiversity; 

 

1. Notes the progress achieved on the CAP reform, decreasing its negative impacts on 

developing countries; asks the Commission and FAO to launch a thorough evaluation of the 

CAP and its impact on developing countries; calls for the new CAP to include the principle of 

‘do no harm’ to developing countries as a core objective, in line with Policy Coherence for 

Development objective, as prescribed in article 208 of the Treaty of Lisbon, and create 

appropriate mechanisms which ensure that the principle is upheld; notes Article 3 (5) of the 

TEU that stipulates that the EU shall contribute to free and fair trade and to the eradication of 

poverty and calls for consistency between the CAP and EU´s trade and development policies; 

 

2. Calls for the EU to ensure consistency between the CAP and its development and trade 

policies; in particular underlines the need for safeguard clauses in trade agreements and the 

right for developing countries to protect their agricultural markets; 

 

3. Recalls the commitment of the EU, and third party members to the OECD - in the 

framework of the Doha Round negotiations to eliminate all export subsidies; and to decouple 

direct payments from production so as to create a level playing field between EU and 

developing countries' agricultural products and stimulate fair trade and sustainable growth; 

asks the Commission to implement these changes, whilst financing adequate transitional 

schemes, in order to avoid negative impacts in European rural areas, and to promote organic 

and sustainable farming practices, which have low chemical additives (low external inputs) 

and whose cultivation practices take into account local natural conditions; calls on the EU to 

support developing countries' demands to protect their food production and to protect their 

population from the potentially destructive effects of cheap imports; calls further for 
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investments in research for agro-ecological farming methods and for the provision of public 

services so as to enable small farmers to convert to sustainable organic production,  

 

4. Stresses that greater coherence is needed between the CAP, trade policy and development 

policy in order to ensure effective development cooperation; also notes that the EU needs to 

coordinate more effectively with non-state organisations, including the FAO, the United 

Nations and other international bodies; 

5. Considers that the CAP plays an important role in relation to development policy, 

particularly in the area of food security; points out that the CAP has a contribution to make to 

meeting increased world demand for food; 

6. Notes that factors such as poverty, health, political stability, infrastructure and natural 

disasters affect food security in developing countries; 

 7. Notes that food is not merely a commodity but access to food is fundamental to human 

existence; calls on the EU through its trade and development policies to promote sustainable 

farming practices and food security in LDCs and developing countries in a context of 

increasing demand and increasing food prices; 

  

8. Notes that food is not merely a commodity and that access to food is a universal human 

right; underlines in this context that Europe's responsibility towards global food security is 

primarily an issue of allowing and supporting developing countries to increase and diversify 

their own production to become more food secure and to meet demands on their local 

markets, rather than a matter of raising its agricultural exports to developing countries; calls 

on the Commission, in this connection, to carry out an assessment of the human rights impact 

of economic, free trade and investment agreements concluded by the EU with third countries, 

in order to ensure that there is no conflict with the EU's own values in the area of external 

policies; 

9. Notes with concern that EU dependence on imported animal feed, particularly soy, has 

contributed to the growing demand for land abroad, leading to deforestation, the displacement 

of communities and an expansion of  genetically modified soy  in South America; 

accordingly, calls on the Commission to make the reduction of dependency of imported 

protein feed, i.e. through development and expansion of sustainable protein crops in the EU, 

one of its main priority; 

 

 10. Takes the view that, in the context of tackling international speculation in agricultural 

commodity prices, the new CAP should establish appropriate mechanisms and rules in 

agricultural commodity derivatives and enhance transparency; believes that the EU should 

lead by example, by establishing within its territory local auctioning agricultural markets and 

local distribution systems, which increase the bargaining power of smallholders in the food 

supply chain; 

  

11. Recognizes the urgent need to ensure global food security by increasing investment in 

agriculture in food insecure regions in the world; underlines in this respect that agricultural 

development must be based in the right to food and the right to produce food and that the EU 

must recognise and defend the necessity of developing countries achieving food security; 
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12. Asks the Commission to provide a detailed impact assessment on all ongoing trade 

negotiations, in particular the EU-Mercosur Association Agreement, which should not 

negatively affect the developing countries and hinder the effectiveness of the CAP towards 

2020. 

13. Recognises that reforms of the CAP have significantly reduced the impact of the EU's 

agricultural production on developing countries with export refunds all but eliminated; calls 

for the EU to recognise the importance of supporting the agricultural sectors of developing 

countries, namely by ensuring that agriculture is prioritised in developing countries and in the 

EU's overseas development aid budget; 

14. Calls for the European Union to ensure consistency between the CAP and its development 

and trade policies, while taking into account the needs and concerns of farmers in the EU 

Member States and in developing countries whilst respecting the principle of Policy 

Coherence for Development 
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