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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Strongly encourages the European Union, including the EEAS, and the diplomatic 

services of the EU Member States systematically to use the tools of diplomacy available 

to them in order to promote the ICC and remind third countries – in particular 

developing countries – of the need for them to support it and to sign or ratify its 

constituent act if they have not yet done so, and to include in agreements with third 

countries binding clauses that require them to cooperate with the ICC, or, indeed to 

impose restrictions on persons against whom proceedings have been initiated in the 

ICC; notes that suitable structures for this purpose include the EU’s political and human 

rights dialogues with third countries – in particular developing countries and, among 

them, the ACP countries – and summits with those countries; 

2.  Emphasises the key role that the EU must play in strengthening the rule of law, 

promoting its universal application and maintaining the integrity of the Rome Statute – 

Europe itself having experienced violations of international humanitarian law, including 

crimes against humanity, war crimes and genocide; asks the EU, therefore, to pursue its 

awareness-raising and information work at local level and to educate young people 

about international criminal law and the role of the ICC; 

3. Encourages the ICC and the EU to prioritise support for the strengthening of 

independent and impartial national judicial systems; points out that justice is one of the 

fundamental rights, that it must be exercised firstly at national level, the judicial system 

permitting, and that cases should be referred to the ICC only as a last resort; 

4. Acknowledges the crucial role of the ICC in the context of EU foreign policy, and 

emphasises also the importance of international law for the peace, security, stability, 

trust, respect and reconciliation that are necessary foundations for sustainable 

development; emphasises nonetheless that, in implementing policies which may affect 

developing countries, the EU is obliged under the Treaty to take account of development 

cooperation objectives, the primary one being the reduction and eventual eradication of 

poverty (Article 208(1) TFEU, second indent);  

 5.  Stresses that the ICC must receive the funding it needs to perform its increasingly 

numerous tasks; points out in this regard that all funding instruments for external action 

which affect the ICC’s work in developing countries will have to receive new, 

additional resources; 

6.  Urges both EU Member States and developing countries to step up cooperation with the 

Court, by concluding agreements on the enforcement of sentences, as well as on the 

protection of witnesses and victims; 

7.  Draws attention to the principle of EU external policy coherence, under which the 

Union has a duty in its external activities to promote democracy, independent and 

impartial justice and basic human rights; 
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8. Urges all the States Parties to the ICC, the EU and the ICC itself, including the Office of 

the Prosecutor, to make every effort to prosecute and punish the perpetrators of sex 

crimes against humanity, which are a specific category of the crimes against humanity 

falling within the jurisdiction of the ICC (Article 7 of the Rome Statute) and include 

rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilisation and 

any other form of sexual violence of comparable gravity, along with persecution on 

gender grounds; notes that such sex crimes are particularly despicable insofar as they 

are often perpetrated on a large scale and constitute war crimes as well as crimes against 

humanity (Article 8 of the Rome Statute), targeting the most vulnerable groups – 

women, children and civilians – in countries already weakened by conflicts and/or food 

shortages or famine;  

9.  Expresses its deep concern that state-parties to the ICC have repeatedly failed to arrest 

the President of Sudan Omar al-Bashir;
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