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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Stresses that while EU policy in the field of development cooperation falls within the 

framework of the principles and objectives of its external action – and therefore, in this 

case, of the European Neighbourhood Policy – the EU nevertheless has a constitutional 

obligation, enshrined in the second subparagraph of Article 208(1) of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union, to take account of the objectives of development 

cooperation in the policies that it implements which are likely to affect developing 

countries; calls, therefore, on the Commission and the EEAS never to lose sight of these 

objectives, which are the reduction and, in the long term, the eradication of poverty, in 

their implementation of the European Neighbourhood Policy, both in the eastern 

neighbourhood partner countries and in those in the southern neighbourhood; 

2. Supports the EU’s humanitarian action and action for development and peace in the 

eastern neighbourhood partner countries, and in particular its important contribution to 

UNRWA; regrets, however, that this action is not yet accompanied by a strengthening of 

the EU as a leading political actor in the Middle East; urges the EEAS and the 

Commission to do their utmost to give the EU’s presence and action in the region a 

political weight which matches its decisive commitment to humanitarian aid and 

development aid;  

3. Calls for the mandate of the EU Special Representative for the Southern Mediterranean to 

be utilised in development-related matters, as it believes that he can play a fundamental 

role in ensuring that democratic progress goes hand in hand with the consolidation of 

advances in the development field, and specifically in improving social and economic 

conditions in the countries in question; 

4. Highlights the need for continuing funding for the European Neighbourhood Policy 

despite the current economic crisis, but points out that under no circumstances can the 

EU’s development aid and humanitarian aid budgets be reallocated to finance the 

European Neighbourhood Policy, which is financed through a specific instrument; 

5. Highlights the importance, in cases where the EU has mobilised humanitarian aid, of 

ensuring a suitable transition between rehabilitation, reconstruction and development in 

order to remedy some of the destructive consequences of the revolutions; 

6. Notes that, taking advantage of the winds of freedom blowing across the southern shore of 

the Mediterranean during the Arab Spring, local civil societies sought to free themselves 

from the excessive control exercised by those in power; advocates tighter sub-regional 

cooperation and supports this desire for freedom, provided it is accompanied by real 

democratic progress which enables common values (democracy and human rights, 

particularly women’s rights, justice and the rule of law, fundamental freedoms, including 

freedom of speech, conscience, religion, association and the media, security, democratic 

stability, prosperity, a fair distribution of income, wealth and opportunities, good 

governance and the fight against corruption) to be upheld; with that in mind, also supports 
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the building of local democracy through the decentralisation and institutional 

reinforcement of local authorities; 

7. Stresses that fulfilment of basic human rights, including social and economic rights, 

should be the corner-stone of the neighbourhood policy; invites also the EU to elaborate a 

policy to address the issue of child labour with respect to the ILO Conventions on the 

Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, namely the age of 15, and on the Worst 

Forms of Child Labour, to eliminate the worst forms of child labour; emphasises that 

access to basic education and vocational training should be guaranteed in line with the 

MDGs; 

8. Emphasises the particular need for EU development and human rights programmes to 

support civil society, which is a front line player in these processes, and especially 

women’s and youth organisations; points out that, following the elections to be held in the 

coming months, work should also be intensified to strengthen the national parliaments that 

emerge from the polls, in order to enable them to develop their powers of oversight and 

scrutiny; 

9. Insists that the democratisation process should aim to reinforce the rule of law and build 

democratic institutions, including a functioning parliament representing political 

pluralism; stresses the vital role of civil society in this process and calls for a clear and 

transparent mechanism to be put in place that enables the active participation of civil 

society; 

10. Stresses that migration relations between the EU and neighbouring countries are not solely 

a matter of the EU’s security priorities; calls on the EEAS and the Commission also to pay 

attention, in their future policies, to human rights protection for migrants and refugees, as 

well as to the link between migration and development in the southern and eastern partner 

countries. 
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