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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Calls on the Commission and developing countries to develop a regional approach to fish 

conservation and fishing, taking account of the crossborder dimension of fishing and the 

migratory nature of some species; 

2. Recalls the need for EU policies to be coherent with the development objectives as set out 

in Article 208 TFEU; 

3. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the developing countries with which SFAs are 

signed respect the essential and fundamental elements of human rights and democratic 

principles, as provided for in Article 9 of the Cotonou Agreement; 

4. Welcomes the Commission’s commitment to develop a new generation of sustainable 

fisheries agreements (SFAs) in order to promote the conservation of resources, 

environmental sustainability, good governance and the effectiveness of sectoral support in 

partner countries by means of strengthening conditionalities;  

5. Calls on the Commission to ensure that the SFAs signed by the EU with developing 

countries are based on a true spirit of partnership where the costs paid for access to fishery 

resources represent a fair compensation of their value; reiterates, furthermore, the request 

made by the Long Distance Fleet Regional Advisory Council (LDRAC) that a distinction 

be made between the cost of access for the EU’s long distance fleet (to be covered by 

ship-owners) and the compensation intended for development. 

6. Takes the view that European fleets’ catches in developing countries’ waters which are 

provided for in the SFAs should be based on the existence of a surplus which cannot be 

caught by local fishing fleets, and that ‘local catches’ should be understood within the 

meaning of Article 70 of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, which stipulates that 

they also include the catches of coastal states whose geographical situation makes them 

dependent on the exploitation of the living resources of the exclusive economic zones of 

other states in the subregion or region; 

7. Highlights the importance of the joint scientific groups responsible for providing scientific 

opinions on the state of fishing resources on the basis of the best information available in 

order to avoid overfishing, given that the fishing sector, and particularly the artisanal 

fishing sector, plays a major role in safeguarding food security in many developing 

countries; insists that those groups should have appropriate financial, technical and human 

resources to enable them to carry out their tasks and work together with the Regional 

Fisheries Management Organisations (RFMOs); 

8. Wishes to see the SFAs improve the integration of developing countries into the world 

economy, encourage investment while ensuring that it does not contribute to overfishing 

or to competition with local communities which depend on fisheries for their livelihood, 

and promote the development of the local private sector, primarily for small enterprises 
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and small-scale fisheries, through employment of local seamen, landings, and support for 

the development of processing industries and marketing activities; 

9. Calls on the Commission to ensure that allocations for sectoral support in the framework 

of the SFAs are aimed at supporting the administrative and scientific capacity of third 

countries and assisting small and medium-sized enterprises, strengthen the EU’s 

development cooperation objectives, and are in line with the signatory country’s national 

development plan; calls for such allocations not to replace the cooperation on fisheries 

provided for in other agreements or cooperation instruments, but, rather, complement it in 

a coherent, transparent, effective and better targeted fashion; 

10. Calls on the Commission to include a governance clause in future SFAs which 

acknowledges not only the rights of developing countries to develop their local fisheries 

sectors sustainably, but also the principles of good governance, transparency and the fight 

against corruption; 

11. Points out the importance of the joint committees for the proper implementation of the 

SFAs, and calls for those committees to be open to fishery sector actors and 

parliamentarians from both developing countries and the EU, in order to improve 

transparency and contribute to good governance at SFA level; 

12. Calls on the Commission and the partner countries to increase the involvement of local 

communities and civil society in the discussions on the SFAs and in the implementing and 

monitoring measures, in order to ensure transparency, ownership and good governance; 

13. Calls on the Commission to encourage third-country partners to gather and publish any 

relevant information, if not already available, on fishing activities carried out in their 

waters; 

14. Calls on the Commission to allocate greater funding to the RFMOs, since they have a 

crucial role to play in combating illegal, undeclared and unregulated fishing; 

15. Calls on the Commission to publish, as a matter of course, the impact assessments 

underlying the SFAs and their protocols, as well as the reports on implementation of the 

agreements, including the scientific evaluation of fish stocks; also calls on the 

Commission to promote greater transparency in establishing the scale of exploitation of 

fish stocks in waters under the jurisdiction of coastal states; 
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