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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Having regard to UN Security Council Resolutions 1325 (2000) and 1820 (2008) on 

women, peace and security, to UN Security Council Resolution 1888 (2009) on sexual 

violence against women and children in situations of armed conflict, to UN Security 

Council Resolution 1889 (2009) aiming to strengthen the implementation and monitoring 

of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000), and to UN Security Council Resolution 

1960 (2010), which created a mechanism for compiling data on, and listing perpetrators 

of, sexual violence in armed conflict; 

2. Welcomes the development of the concept of ‘Responsibility to Protect’ (R2P), which 

clarifies and strengthens the existing obligations of states to ensure the protection of 

civilians; stresses that this concept, born from the international community’s failures in 

Rwanda in 1994, is critical for the survival of the community of nations; 

3. Recalls, however, that international humanitarian law (IHL) is the prime body of law in 

times of armed conflict and that its improved implementation should be the focus of the 

international community; emphasises that, although R2P is not a legal concept, it is 

grounded in international law and is narrowly focused on the four crimes of genocide, war 

crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, whether in armed conflicts or in 

peacetime; stresses the need to integrate a strong gender equality perspective into the R2P 

framework; 

4. Emphasises the need for a shift in the manner in which we approach R2P, which should 

involve integrating it into all our models of development cooperation, humanitarian aid 

and crisis management, as well as building on programmes that already embrace R2P;  

5. Reiterates that in situations where R2P is applied it is of the utmost importance to 

maintain the distinction of mandates between military and humanitarian actors, in order to 

safeguard the perception of the neutrality and impartiality of all humanitarian actors and 

avoid putting at risk the effective delivery of aid and of medical or any other kind of 

assistance, access to beneficiaries, and the personal safety of field-based humanitarian 

personnel; 

6. Stresses that R2P is primarily a preventive doctrine and that military intervention should 

be the last recourse in R2P situations; calls for R2P, whenever possible, to be carried out 

first and foremost through diplomatic and long-term developmental activities that focus on 

capacity-building in the fields of human rights, good governance, the rule of law, the 

reduction of poverty and emphasis on education and health, conflict prevention through 

education and the expansion of trade, effective arms control and prevention of illicit arms 

trading, and the strengthening of early warning systems; furthermore, recalls that there are 

many non-military coercive alternatives, such as preventive diplomacy, sanctions, 

accountability mechanisms and mediation; emphasises that the EU must continue to play a 

leadership role in the field of conflict prevention; 

7. Bearing in mind that human security is the precondition of development, stresses that our 
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commitment to R2P should be located within our commitments to achieving the MDGs 

and any post-2015 framework; this includes using all the tools at our disposal which aim 

at the strengthening of democratic institutions, poverty reduction and sustainable 

development; 

8. Recalls that cooperation with regional organisations is an important dimension of R2P 

work; calls, therefore, for the reinforcement of regional capacities in terms of prevention 

and the identification of effective policies for preventing the above-mentioned four 

crimes; considers that the forthcoming EU-Africa summit in 2014 will provide a good 

opportunity to express our support for AU leadership and promote African ownership of 

R2P;  

9. Stresses that R2P must be integrated in our actions in the peace-building and post-conflict 

phases, in such a way that we can ensure the continuous upholding of the concept; 

10. Calls on the High Representative / Vice President , the Member States and our 

international partners to draw lessons from the experience of R2P in Libya in 2011 and 

from the current inability to take action in Syria, in order to increase the consistency of 

application of R2P in specific cases;  

11. Calls on the High Representative / Vice President , the EU Member States having a seat 

on the UN Security Council and all our international partners to ensure full consistency of 

possible further developments of the R2P concept with IHL, and to advocate and monitor 

full compliance with IHL in future cases where R2P is applied;  

12. Calls on the EU to promote the R2P principle at the UN, and to work towards ensuring its 

universality, as an essential part of a collective security model based on multilateralism 

and the primacy of the UN and linked to the strengthening of the International Criminal 

Court; recalls that R2P also implies the responsibility to fight impunity.  
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