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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution: 

1. Underlines the fact that the prohibition of torture is absolute under international and 

humanitarian law and under the UN Convention against Torture (CAT); stresses that 

torture constitutes one of the ultimate violations of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms, takes a terrible toll on millions of individuals and their families, and cannot be 

justified under any circumstances; 

2. Recalls the need to set up an integrated and comprehensive strategy to fight torture by 

addressing its root causes; believes that this should include overall institutional 

transparency and a stronger political will at state level to fight ill-treatment; underlines the 

urgent need to tackle poverty, inequality, discrimination and violence by using national 

prevention mechanisms and by strengthening local authorities and NGOs; stresses the 

need to further develop the EU’s development cooperation and human rights 

implementation machinery to address the root causes of violence; 

3. Notes with concern that claims for basic economic, social and cultural rights are often met 

with severe repression, resulting in many victims of torture being amongst the poorest in 

society; notes also that violence against women and children is significantly influenced by 

their socio-economic marginalisation, including in developing countries; calls, therefore, 

for new preventive strategies to address the relationship between economic, social and 

cultural rights and violence; 

4. Underlines the fact that access to justice, the fight against impunity, impartial 

investigations, the empowerment of civil society and the promotion of education against 

ill-treatment are essential for combating torture; 

5. Underlines the importance of Parliament delegations visiting prisons and other places of 

detention where there is reason to believe that defendants may have been subjected to 

torture or ill-treatment, and calls for information to be provided on individual cases and 

for them to be investigated independently; 

6. Notes the EU’s vital position on the world stage in combating torture, in close cooperation 

with the UN; underlines the fact that strengthening the principle of zero tolerance for 

torture remains at the core of EU policies and strategies in promoting human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, both outside and inside the EU; regrets the fact that not all 

Member States fully comply with Council Regulation (EC) No 1236/2005 and that some 

companies based in industrialised countries may have illegally sold to third countries 

policing and security devices that can be used to torture; 

7. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to take reports of torture by governmental 

agencies in third countries very seriously, to systematically raise the issue of torture and 

ill-treatment in all dialogues with these countries, and to seek transparent investigations in 

such cases; stresses the fact that respect for human rights is one of the cornerstones of the 

EU’s development cooperation efforts;  
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8. Notes that, according to the CAT, the term ʻtorture’ means any act by which ‘severe pain 

or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person’, for the 

purposes set out in the CAT, ‘by or at the instigation of or with the consent or 

acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity’; stresses, 

however, that the use of the term ‘torture’, and hence the absolute prohibition, prosecution 

and punishment of this practice, should not be ruled out when such acts are inflicted by 

irregular armed forces, tribal, religious or rebel groups; 

9. Points out that women and children, especially girls, are the most vulnerable people 

subjected to acts of torture and ill-treatment; stresses, therefore, the importance of a 

gender-sensitive interpretation of torture and the need to pay particular attention to issues 

such as rape in detention, violence against pregnant women and the denial of reproductive 

rights; 

10. Recalls the importance and specificity of the dialogue on human rights as a component 

part of the political dialogue under Article 8 of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement; 

recalls also that every dialogue with third countries on human rights should have a robust 

anti-torture component; 

11. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS to support all regional torture prevention 

mechanisms, including the Committee for the Prevention of Torture in Africa, and also 

supports the role of the African Union Special Rapporteur on Prisons and Conditions of 

Detention and the Rapporteur on Persons Deprived of their Liberty in the Americas; 

12. Calls on the Commission and the EEAS in their political dialogue with third countries, 

including ACP countries, to encourage them to ratify the Optional Protocol Against 

Torture and to put in place National Preventive Mechanisms (NPMs); 

13. Calls on the Council, the EEAS and the Commission to take more effective steps to ensure 

that the European Parliament and civil society are involved, at the very least, in the 

assessment exercise of the EU guidelines on torture; 

14. Urges the Council and the Commission to encourage their partner countries to adopt a 

victim-oriented approach in the fight against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment, by paying special attention to the needs of victims in development cooperation 

policy; stresses that introducing aid conditionality is an effective way of addressing the 

problem, but that high-level dialogues and negotiations, civil society involvement, 

strengthening national capacities and focusing on incentives can achieve better results. 
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