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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Draws attention to the upcoming adoption, in the UN, of a framework for global 
development action until 2030, centred on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), as 
well as of a framework for global climate action until the same year; notes that this makes 
2015 a crucial year for the future of mankind and the planet; stresses that the EU must 
help set the scene for a solid outcome of the Addis Ababa conference on financing for 
development, taking place on 13-16 July 2015, and for the successful adoption and 
implementation of the SDGs, including through budgetary decisions that make full use of 
existing possibilities to mobilise resources for development assistance; bears in mind the 
obligation to comply with the principle of Policy Coherence for Development;

2. Recalls the EU Member States’ collective and individual commitments to raise, by 2015, 
the level of their Official Development Assistance (ODA) to 0.7 % of Gross National 
Income (GNI), including at least 0.20 % of GNI to Least Developed Countries (LDCs), or, 
in the case of states which joined the EU in 2004 or later, to strive to increase their ODA 
to 0.33 % of GNI; notes that EU development assistance counts towards these targets and 
therefore helps reduce the big ODA deficits of most Member States; points out that at 
least 50 % of EU ODA must be allocated to LDCs;

3. Recalls the commitment of developed countries to provide new and additional climate 
finance from different sources to developing countries, reaching USD 100 billion per year 
by 2020; emphasises that the additionality requirement should be respected and points out 
that the increasing use of EU development assistance for the pursuit of closely climate-
related objectives implies that the total volume of the development assistance must 
increase at least as much; affirms that EU development assistance should be spent more 
effectively and that ODA should be targeted to sectors where it is needed the most, 
namely capacity building, good governance, health, education, agriculture, water supply 
and energy;

4. Stresses that the additionality principle applies to the funding earmarked for refugee 
rescue operations and for setting up reception facilities to cope with the massive influx of 
migrants in the Mediterranean area;

5. Draws attention to the humanitarian emergencies in Syria, Iraq, South Sudan, the Central 
African Republic, Yemen and Ukraine, and to the situations in the countries worst 
affected by natural disasters, such as Haiti and Nepal, and by the Ebola virus; underlines 
that the complexity of crises has increased the challenges faced by the EU as a global 
actor; warns of the political consequences of far-reaching budgetary cuts and insists that 
the extraordinary scale of the current global humanitarian needs must be reflected in the 
funding for the Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO);

6. Stresses the need to pay greater attention to the issue of development and clarify the 
sources of funding in the new action plan to combat irregular migration; calls for 
sufficient funding to be provided for action to address the root causes of irregular 
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migration, and stresses that the immediate response must focus on providing humanitarian 
assistance and making sure that development policies are consistent;

7. Recalls the need to respect the principle of Policy Coherence for Development in all 
European Union external actions so that the impact of development programmes is 
maximised;

8. Urges the Council to attach a financial statement to all proposals in order to show exactly 
how humanitarian aid is allocated;

9. Emphasises the importance of maintaining payment appropriations in the humanitarian aid 
chapter at least on the same level as commitment appropriations, so as to avoid a return to 
the situation in recent years where a severe and constant lack of funds for payments 
complicated urgent interventions and led to the accumulation of unpaid bills, with 
negative effects also on implementing partners; points to the need for equal appropriations 
also in the Emergency Aid Reserve;

10. Stresses that re-establishing the rule of law and promoting human development in failed 
states is a much longer and more costly process, and therefore insists that special attention 
should be paid to the Sahel region, the Horn of Africa and Central America, as well as 
LDCs, in the 2016 budget;

11. Is concerned about the various estimates on outstanding payments in the humanitarian aid 
field, while commitments keep growing; stresses the need for an appropriate budget 
allowing the EU to pursue its humanitarian aid actions; urges, therefore, that the financial 
means for humanitarian aid and disaster risk reduction be increased; firmly objects to any 
reallocation of money allocated for development and humanitarian aid;

12. Emphasises that it is important that the Council honour its commitment to allocate and 
earmark money for each measure it undertakes; insists that the money that has not been 
spent in the 2014 and 2015 budgets should be automatically transferred to the 2016 
financial year;

13. Calls on the EU and its Member States to promote an aid effectiveness agenda by boosting 
partner country ownership, alignment with partner countries’ development strategies, 
mutual accountability and reduction of aid fragmentation through greater coordination 
between different aid mechanisms and donors;

14. Calls for protection of the development focus and nature of ODA, including through a 
transparent and accountable reporting system;

15. Urges the Commission, in a context where it has indicated its wishes to considerably 
extend the use of blending in future years, to implement the recommendations made by 
the European Court of Auditors’ Special Report on the use of blending and to evaluate the 
mechanism of blending loans and grants, particularly in terms of development and 
financial additionality, transparency and accountability;

16. Calls on the Commission to further pursue its efforts to make available, in a user-friendly 
and sufficiently detailed manner, information and data on the development aid provided 
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by the EU.
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