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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recognises the wide gap that still remains between developed and developing countries’ 
border procedures, and that poor infrastructure, inefficient customs management and 
excessive red tape slow down trade; acknowledges that the Trade Facilitation Agreement 
and the trade liberalisation process share the same objective of reducing trading costs to 
boost exports and economic activity;

2. Recalls that for many developing countries trade facilitation will be the main source of 
gains in the Doha Development Agenda; welcomes the extensive provisions on special 
and differential treatment for developing and least-developed countries; suggests that the 
novel approach of making commitments and their scheduling commensurate with 
countries’ capacities should serve as a benchmark for future agreements;

3. Acknowledges that expeditious and comprehensive implementation of the Agreement is in 
the interest of all members of the World Trade Organization (WTO), given the tangible 
gains and, in particular, the estimated reduction in trade costs; underlines that the degree 
of implementation of the Agreement will be decisive for the benefits derived therefrom; 
deems that the implementation of the Agreement can only be in the interest of all 
members of the WTO if the priorities and concerns of developing countries in the remit of 
the Doha Development Agenda are also duly reflected;

4. Recognises that a number of requirements under the Agreement, notably on transparency 
and the automated entry and payment of duties, can be powerful means of addressing 
border corruption;

5. Welcomes the numerous commitments, including by the EU, to provide assistance and 
support for capacity building in order to help developing and least-developed countries to 
implement the Agreement; stresses that funding for capacity building should be recipient-
driven, based on proper needs assessments; considers it indispensable that aid is properly 
managed and coordinated, given the number of donors and pledges; underlines the need 
for appropriate monitoring of, and reporting on, aid flows;

6. Recognises that private sector expertise can play a central role in promoting trade 
facilitation measures and in providing assistance and support for implementation of the 
Agreement in developing countries; takes note of a planned USAID initiative for a public-
private alliance to this end; calls on the Commission to encourage private sector 
involvement and to explore possibilities for partnerships with European industries in 
support of implementing the Agreement;

7. Acknowledges that the implementation of trade facilitation reforms has broader 
development benefits; notes in this context the key role that customs can play in 
facilitating the expeditious movement of consignments of disaster relief items; stresses 
that emergency humanitarian assistance should benefit from simplified customs clearance 



PE557.064v02-00 4/5 AD\1066376EN.doc

EN

procedures to speed up aid deliveries, and, moreover, be exempt from duties and taxes.



AD\1066376EN.doc 5/5 PE557.064v02-00

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 23.6.2015

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

15
4
2

Members present for the final vote Louis Aliot, Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Ignazio Corrao, Doru-
Claudian Frunzulică, Nathan Gill, Charles Goerens, Heidi Hautala, 
Maria Heubuch, Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, Stelios Kouloglou, 
Linda McAvan, Norbert Neuser, Maurice Ponga, Lola Sánchez 
Caldentey, Elly Schlein, György Schöpflin, Pedro Silva Pereira, Davor 
Ivo Stier, Paavo Väyrynen, Bogdan Brunon Wenta

Substitutes present for the final vote Paul Rübig


