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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment 
Report (5AR) shows evidence that the warming of our climate system is unequivocal and 
that human activities are the dominant cause of climate change observed since the middle 
of the 20th century; stresses that climate change poses a major threat to developing 
countries and is particularly serious for Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small 
Island Developing States (SIDS); points out that the most vulnerable countries’ 
greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions are insignificant and that these countries are therefore 
not responsible for causing the situation they face; calls for a strong focus in the Paris 
agreement on support for adaptation and mitigation measures in LDCs and SIDS through 
technology transfer and finance, focusing on eradicating poverty, reducing inequality, and 
sustainability;

2. Stresses that climate change will be an obstacle to the achievement of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and that failure to keep global warming below 2 ºC, as agreed 
in the Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, will undermine development gains, 
bearing in mind that 2 ºC warming would still bring about significant losses and damage 
to the environment and communities and risk amplifying existing vulnerabilities and 
leading to escalating humanitarian crises;

3. Draws attention to the recent UNEP Adaptation Gap Report, which estimates that the cost 
of adapting to climate change in Africa alone, even assuming international efforts keep 
global warming below 2 °C this century, will rise to USD 50 billion per year by 2050; 
considers that, even if all cost-effective adaptation is realised, there will be further 
‘residual’ damage where adaptation is no longer possible; recognises that this residual 
damage will double the adaptation costs in the period 2030-2050;

4. Points to the links between GHG emissions, climate change and abnormal weather 
conditions, and the incidence and gravity of natural disasters, land degradation, food 
crises, increasingly difficult access to drinking water, large-scale migratory flows and 
conflicts; notes that such phenomena have a negative impact on the global effort to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and have a more dramatic impact on poorer 
and vulnerable groups;

5. Insists on the need to establish at COP21 in Paris a common accounting system for GHG 
emissions to ensure that the implementation of national contributions is transparent and 
quantifiable;

6. Stresses that in order to reduce GHG emissions in developing countries, it is necessary to 
put in place mechanisms that increase the use of renewable energy sources and improve 
energy efficiency and the use of industrial resources with a zero or low carbon footprint;

7. Emphasises the ultimate need for enhanced capacity in terms of prevention, resistance, 
natural disaster risk reduction and adaptation in developing countries; calls for these 
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challenges to be made a top priority in the context of infrastructural, urban development, 
agricultural and investment policies, and urges that the necessary technologies be 
developed to combat climate change;

8. Notes with concern that 166 million people were forced to leave their homes because of 
floods, windstorms, earthquakes or other disasters between 2008 and 2013; draws 
particular attention to the fact that climate-related developments in parts of Africa could 
contribute to an escalation of the refugee crisis in the Mediterranean; deplores the fact that 
the status of ‘climate refugee’ is not yet recognised and leaves a legal loophole affecting 
victims that cannot benefit from refugee status;

9. Stresses the importance of stepping up reconstruction efforts in the wake of natural 
disasters, and underlines the need to develop mechanisms commensurate with losses and 
damage sustained as a result of climate change and natural disasters in developing 
countries;

10. Insists that efforts to tackle global climate change should be undertaken jointly by both 
developed and developing countries, taking into account the principle of Common But 
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR); stresses that the EU must intensify its pursuit of a 
legally binding international agreement involving as many countries as possible – 
including the biggest emitters – ensuring that mitigation and adaptation efforts are 
increased; believes that innovative sources such as carbon pricing of international 
transport and allocations of revenues from a financial transaction tax would help meet the 
increasing financial needs for climate action globally;

11. Calls for a concentrated effort against land-grabbing through the promotion of adequate 
safeguards to prevent it, given that land-use change alone is responsible for approximately 
20 % of global carbon dioxide emissions each year and that unsustainable farming 
practices contribute to climate change, endanger food security and pollute the 
environment;

12. Insists that increased efforts to tackle global climate change should be undertaken jointly 
by developed and developing countries, in accordance with the principle of Common But 
Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR); stresses that these efforts should not overlook 
fluorinated greenhouse gases, since these gases are playing a key role in global climate 
change, and that a legally binding agreement, applicable to all countries, must be reached 
in the Paris conference; stresses the need to deliver adequate, stable and predictable 
climate finance and an adequate balance between adaptation and mitigation;

13. Stresses that in order to reduce GHG emissions in developing countries, it is necessary to 
put in place mechanisms that increase the use of alternative and efficient energy sources; 
encourages developing countries to invest in small-scale, off-grid and decentralised 
renewable energy production; calls for increased EU support for such production and for 
energy efficiency, as well as for sustainable fisheries and agriculture focused on small-
scale farmers, crop diversification, agro-forestry and agro-ecological practices, including 
assistance for training in rural communities; is convinced that action in all of these areas 
can contribute substantially to climate change mitigation and adaptation, as well as to 
disaster risk reduction;

14. Affirms that effectively tackling the climate issue must be a strategic priority for the EU 
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and other actors on the international scene, and that this requires that climate action be 
mainstreamed in all relevant policies and that policy coherence be pursued; considers it 
important that the EU promote low-carbon development pathways across all relevant areas 
and sectors, and calls for the EU to propose sustainable production and consumption 
patterns, including indications of ways in which the EU plans to reduce consumption and 
decouple economic activity from environmental degradation; calls for the EU to take a 
leading role in the Paris conference, pressing for concrete measures to deliver the 2 ºC 
target;

15. Draws attention to the crucial importance of the provision of climate finance in the 
context of the Paris agreement; reiterates its call for the EU and the developed countries to 
honour their commitment to providing additional climate finance from public and private 
bilateral and multilateral sources, amounting to USD 100 billion per year by 2020; points 
out that in order to meet the additionality requirement Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) must increase at least at the same rate as climate finance; recognises the role of 
private climate finance, which should, however, not replace but complement public 
finance, and notes the need for transparent reporting and accountability as well as social 
and environmental safeguards;

16. Supports the use of innovative sources of climate funding, as well as emission trading 
arrangements; calls for a collective commitment in the Paris agreement to phase out fossil 
fuel subsidies, to be complemented with timetables;

17. Calls for the EU and the developed countries to scale up their funding for mitigation, 
adaptation, technology development and transfer, and capacity building in developing 
countries; reiterates its call for the EU and the developed countries to honour their 
collective commitment to providing new and additional climate finance – from public and 
private bilateral and multilateral sources – amounting to USD 100 billion by 2020; to that 
effect, calls for the EU to increase financial support for climate action in developing 
countries, by using new sources of finance, such as Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) 
auction revenues and financial transaction tax, as well as levies on fossil fuel emissions 
resulting from international aviation and maritime transport; stresses that separate 
accounting of climate finance is needed to track the additionality of financing 
commitments; stresses also that country ownership and the integration of climate 
objectives into national development strategies are key to an effective use of climate 
finance that is tied to energy efficiency and to the use of renewable energy; urges that the 
EU secure the necessary means to play a leading role in this context;

18. Supports a global mitigation and adaptation finance goal, based on national regional 
adaptation plans, to help close the efficiency gap and to ensure a strategy for disaster risk 
reduction, as stated in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction;

19. Stresses that, in line with the principle of Policy Coherence for Development, public 
incentives for the production of crop-based biofuels (such as the binding 10 % EU target 
for renewable energy in transport or subsidies) must be removed, as such measures could 
act as incentives to deforestation, which is already responsible for 20 % of GHG 
emissions, other land-use changes, and land-grabbing, while affecting the right to food in 
third countries;

20. Considers it important to ensure that the Green Climate Fund (GCF) acts as an institution 
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that prioritises the needs of climate-impacted people in developing countries, acting 
strictly in the public interest and engaging with private companies and financiers only to 
the extent that they can guarantee compliance with high environmental, social and human 
rights standards, implementing robust and transparent processes and prohibiting 
engagement with private sector actors involved in money laundering, tax evasion and 
avoidance activities, fraud and corruption;

21. Calls on the major developed economies to harness their existing advanced infrastructure 
to promote, enhance and develop sustainable growth and to commit to supporting 
developing countries in building their own capacity, so as to help ensure that future 
economic growth in all parts of the world is achieved at no further cost to the 
environment;

22. Stresses the importance of the role that the development community, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee (DAC) should play in working closely with stakeholders and 
relevant organisations to assess and mitigate the worst human impacts of climate change, 
which are expected to be challenging even below a 2 °C warming level;

23. Recognises, and proposes action to address, the implications of high-carbon food sources 
and related agricultural emissions, such as methane and nitrous oxide; calls also for action 
on deforestation arising from land-use change for feed and pasture purposes, with the aim 
of avoiding emissions associated with food source markets; calls for action to raise 
awareness of the climate impacts of high-impact food-production methods and to help 
businesses and people change behaviour; demands that side measures, including action on 
curbing food waste, should be part of national mitigation plans, especially in countries 
with higher than average levels of consumption.
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