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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Firmly believes that development and human rights are interdependent, and that respect 
for and protection and fulfilment of human rights, including social, economic and political 
rights, are prerequisites for reducing poverty and inequalities and achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for all; considers, reciprocally, that poverty and 
underdevelopment impede any effective enjoyment of human rights;

2. Underlines that the international community is currently faced with one of its biggest 
challenges with regard to the refugee crisis; welcomes the creation of new EU instruments 
to address the root causes of migration and underlines the importance of putting human 
rights and dignity at the centre of EU migration policies; recalls that the right to leave 
one’s country is enshrined in Article 13 of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and that the human rights of migrants must be fully respected in origin, transit and 
destination countries, including in detention centres;

3. Takes the view that human rights for all must be a cross-cutting feature in the achievement 
of all goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda; calls for an inclusive human-rights-sensitive 
and rights-based SDG indicator framework to be established at national and international 
level to ensure strong transparency and accountability in this regard, so that the resources 
allocated to development really reach people in need;

4. Highlights the paramount importance of SDG 16 on ensuring peace, justice and inclusive 
societies; stresses that respect for human rights is key to any successful democratisation 
process, and that consolidation of the rule of law, good governance, institutional capacities 
with the use of budget support, democratic participation and representative decision-
making, stability, social justice, and inclusive and sustainable growth, thereby allowing 
fair redistribution of the wealth produced, should be key objectives of all EU external 
policies; warns against populism, extremism and constitutional abuse which legitimise 
breaches of human rights;

5. Recalls the introduction of a rights-based approach (RBA) in EU development policy 
aimed at integrating human rights principles into EU operational activities for 
development, covering arrangements both at headquarters and in the field for the 
synchronisation of human rights and development cooperation activities; calls for greater 
dissemination of the RBA toolbox among our partners, including local authorities, civil 
society and the private sector, and for its implementation to be closely monitored by the 
Commission;

6. Is concerned about any attempts to use funding earmarked for action to combat poverty 
and foster development – which also gives practical effect to policies whose ultimate aim 
is to uphold human rights – for non-development-related purposes;

7. Recalls the crucial importance of the principle of Policy Coherence for Development 
(PCD), as enshrined in Article 208 TFEU, in achieving respect for human rights; calls on 
the EU to ensure that the necessary guidelines, impact assessments and monitoring and 
reporting mechanisms make PCD a reality in EU policies and in those of its Member 
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States; insists on strengthening coherence and coordination among all EU external policies 
and instruments while implementing the RBA; calls on the Member States to take action 
within the scope of their powers and in keeping with the development commitments 
entered into and with EU policies in this area;

8. Strongly calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States to include human 
rights for all systematically in political dialogues and trade negotiations conducted with 
developing countries, and to ensure that cooperation with third countries is linked to the 
progress made as regards the effective promotion of democracy and human rights; urges 
the Commission to further promote the inclusion of non-negotiable human rights and 
social and environmental clauses while negotiating international agreements, including 
EPAs, and to consider a system of sanctions and a redress mechanism for the victims 
when failure to respect human rights is demonstrated; notably insists that the future 
agreement with the ACP States must reinforce the existing dialogue on human rights; calls 
on the EU to actively engage NGOs and civil society in policy-making to ensure the 
effectiveness of human rights provisions, to guarantee ownership, and to prevent any 
potential instrumentalisation of human rights;

9. Recognises the crucial role that EU Delegations play as regards the promotion of human 
rights in third countries and the effective implementation of the EU’s external human 
rights policy; calls on the Commission to carry out an evaluation of the use of the RBA 
toolbox in delegations and provide Parliament with an overview of that evaluation;

10. Recalls that the private sector is an important partner in achieving the SDGs; stresses the 
importance of ensuring multinational companies’ accountability and alignment with 
human rights and social and environmental standards and principles when undertaking 
activity in a country; believes that this can be maximised by the conclusion of more 
public-private partnerships; calls, in this regard, on the EU and the Member States to 
regularly assess the human rights impacts of the private sector’s development-related 
activities, and to engage actively in the work of the UN Human Rights Council on an 
international treaty to hold transnational corporations accountable for human rights 
abuses;

11. Recalls that conflict and fragility negatively affect the lives of millions of people and that 
human rights abuses through terrorism have gained widespread prevalence; stresses the 
need to better link foreign policy security response, humanitarian relief and long-term 
development responses; urges the EU to include the protection of victims of crime and 
violence within development programmes with third countries and to prioritise exchanges 
of best practices on anti-corruption, as corruption is often a gateway for impunity and the 
root of injustice to victims;

12. Stresses the need to promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, 
irrespective of age, gender, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity or religion, including fair 
access for all to strengthened national health systems; calls on the EU institutions to 
address caste discrimination on a par with other causes of discrimination; reiterates the 
EU’s commitment to supporting vulnerable and marginalised groups, including people 
with disabilities in compliance with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, and urges the thorough examination of the effectiveness of disability-related 
projects and the proper involvement of disabled persons’ organisations in the planning and 
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implementation of these projects; stresses, furthermore, the importance of SDG 5 on 
ending all forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls, and of giving 
particular attention to the important role of women human rights defenders;

13. Recalls the need to strengthen the legal arsenal, upstream and downstream of mining, to 
ensure better traceability of minerals; calls on the EU to prevent any violations of human 
rights related to the exploitation of natural resources by EU multinationals in developing 
countries and to support rigorous legal frameworks and initiatives aiming at transparency 
and good governance of mining and other resource sectors; supports global initiatives to 
tackle corruption, such as the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI); recalls 
that indigenous peoples are particularly affected by human rights violations related to 
resource extraction and that their free, prior and informed consent must be respected;

14. Notes with great concern that according to the International Labour Organisation (ILO) 
around 21 million men, women and children around the world are trapped in a form of 
slavery and that repeated infringements of core labour standards have been reported in 
several countries with GSP+ status; highlights the obligation to respect international 
labour standards, in line with the ILO Decent Work Agenda, and takes the view that 
labour rights should have a more central place in the EU’s external relations; urges the 
effective implementation and enforcement of GSP+, monitored by civil society and 
through a transparent reporting mechanism; calls, furthermore, on the EIB to pay greater 
attention to the impact its operations have on human rights and labour rights and suggests, 
for this purpose, the inclusion of human rights benchmarks in its project evaluations;

15. Welcomes the inclusion of a development chapter in the EU annual report and calls for 
this to become standard practice for future years’ reports.
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