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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

A. whereas corruption is a global phenomenon, affecting both North and South, which 

dramatically hits those most in need in developing countries by undermining sustainable 

development, increasing inequalities and deepening the gap between the ruling elite and 

the majority of people; whereas corruption undermines human rights, democracy, 

democratic accountability, good governance, the rule of law, legal security, as well as 

countries’ economic capacities, social capital and trust in the institutions; 

B. whereas the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 16 focuses on peace, justice, the 

building of strong institutions and the fight against corruption; whereas in order to achieve 

SDG 16 universally, the EU needs to urgently and directly address diverse issues in which 

corruption plays a key role, ranging from human rights violations to poverty, hunger and 

injustice; whereas the need to fight against corruption must always be considered a 

priority over the pursuit of commercial interests;  

1. Calls on the EU to comply with the principle of policy coherence for development (Article 

208 TFEU) and to actively contribute to the reduction of corruption, and to fight impunity 

directly and explicitly through its external policies; 

2. Highlights that surveys show that corruption is widespread in land administration and is 

increasingly tainting all phases of land deals, resulting in a wide range of adverse human 

rights impacts, ranging from forced displacement of communities without adequate 

compensation to the killing of land defenders1; notes with concern, furthermore, that there 

is a risk of human rights violations intensifying in a context of rising demand for food, 

fuel and commodities and increasing large-scale land investments in developing countries; 

3. Underlines that corruption enables land grabbing in a number of ways, most notably when 

investors pay bribes to public officials in exchange for favourable land leases or 

acquisitions without the consent of the people who live on this land, or when investors 

rely on weak rule of law or corrupt remedial schemes to deny land users access to 

remedies; urges the investing companies once more to seek the free, prior and informed 

consent (FPIC) of all affected communities, including indigenous peoples, and to take 

human rights due diligence measures, including through the setting-up of a strong 

whistleblower protection mechanism, to ensure that their subsidiaries and business 

partners do not resort to corruption; 

4. Recalls that the financial sector has a key role to play in preventing corrupt practices that 

facilitate land grabbing in particular; reiterates that banks and financial institutions should 

undertake ‘customer due diligence’ to combat money laundering linked to corruption and 

ensure that the investors they support take effective human rights due diligence measures; 

calls on the EU and its Member States to require disclosure of details about companies’ 

                                                 
1 Olivier De Schutter, ‘Tainted Lands: Corruption in Large-Scale Land Deals’, in International Corporate 

Accountability Roundtable & Global Witness (November 2016). 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-deals/tainted-lands-corruption-large-scale-land-deals/ 

 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/land-deals/tainted-lands-corruption-large-scale-land-deals/
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land acquisitions in third countries and to upgrade their support to developing countries to 

ensure effective implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance 

of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests (VGGT) as a means to address corruption in land 

deals; 

5. Notes that trade deals must include mandatory and enforceable human rights clauses 

ensuring that private companies and state authorities respect human rights and the highest 

social and environmental standards, which are essential to fight corruption; 

6. Notes that corruption is a complex phenomenon that is rooted in a wide variety of 

economic, political, administrative, social and cultural factors, and power relations, and 

recalls, therefore, that development policy, in order to contribute to the fight against 

corruption, while focusing on the reduction of poverty and inequalities, and on better 

integration, must also promote human rights, democracy, the rule of law and public social 

services, in order to boost good governance and build social capital, social inclusion and 

social cohesion, taking into account cultural and regional particularities; 

7. Notes that education is fundamental in order to fight corruption; encourages the EU to 

develop and implement specific programmes devoted to raising awareness on corruption, 

its costs for society and the means to fight against it, including the existing criminal and 

procedural laws and grievance mechanisms; strongly believes that education and 

information on this topic should be increased at the internal level, strongly boosted abroad 

and tailored according to the audience (entrepreneurs, the general public, etc., including 

school children); 

8. Notes with concern that the most relevant international conventions such as the UN 

Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) and initiatives aiming to fight corruption and 

illicit financial flows fail to deliver concrete results at their implementation stage; recalls 

that the development of an EU external anti-corruption strategy is essential to combat 

corruption and financial crime effectively; 

9. Points out that fighting corruption and illicit financial flows is a political response 

requiring concerted action at global level (G20, OECD, UN, World Bank, IMF) as well as 

transparency and binding rules; 

10. Calls on the EU and its Member States to apply the OECD Guidelines for Multinational 

Enterprises; 

11. Calls for the UN to adopt a standard-setting instrument on illicit financial flows so as to 

make for greater effectiveness; 

12. Calls on the EU to enhance the transparency and accountability of its Official 

Development Assistance in order to comply effectively with the standards set out in the 

International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) and with internationally agreed 

development effectiveness principles; calls on the EU also to develop a strong holistic risk 

management system to prevent development aid from contributing to corruption in 

recipient countries, i.e. by linking budget support to clear anti-corruption objectives; to 

this end, stresses the need to set up robust mechanisms to monitor budget support 

implementation; 
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13. In order to eradicate high-level corruption, calls on the Commission, in the context of 

budget support, to pay attention to the transparency in operations involving privatisation 

and deals of public assets, notably land, and to participate in OECD support programmes 

for developing countries in corporate governance of state-owned enterprises; 

14. Calls on the Commission to support developing countries fighting tax evasion and 

avoidance by helping them to build balanced, efficient, fair and transparent tax systems; 

15. Recalls that corruption is closely related to activities such as money laundering, tax 

evasion and illicit trade; in this light, stresses that transparency should be the cornerstone 

of all anti-corruption strategies; underlines in particular the importance of tackling tax 

fraud and tax avoidance, which undermine domestic resources mobilisation for social 

policies and jeopardise growth and employment, by way of effective measures such as 

compulsory country-by-country reporting and disclosure of beneficial ownership of 

companies, trusts or holdings; 

16. Calls on the EU to set up grievance mechanisms whereby people affected by its external 

actions can complain about human rights abuses and corruption cases; 

17. Maintains that the EU, as the world’s leading donor, should promote forms of linkage 

whereby the supply of EU external aid would be subject to fiscal reforms aimed at 

increasing transparency, making data more accessible and encouraging approaches 

pursued jointly with other donors. 
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