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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 

committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 

resolution: 

1. Recalls that ODA is a unique and valuable resource in the global fight against poverty, 

inequality and marginalisation; stresses that while all sources of financing are important 

for sustainable development, aid can achieve things that other sources cannot; highlights 

the need to ensure that trade becomes an effective vehicle to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and that private sector action, if aligned with 

internationally agreed development effectiveness principles, can contribute to the 

realisation of inclusive and sustainable development and the implementation of the 2030 

Agenda; underlines the need to rebalance trade and investment law with human rights 

law, notably in global supply chains; 

2.  Stresses that, when acting in development, the private sector should play its part in 

contributing to the realisation of the 2030 Agenda and abide by shared principles and 

common values, such as the internationally agreed development effectiveness 

principles, namely ownership, alignment, harmonisation and accountability, and that 

development objectives should prevail; recalls the commitment in terms of transparency 

and respect for human rights put forward for the private sector under the UN Guiding 

Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) and the OECD Guidelines for 

Multinational Enterprises; in this regard, encourages the EU and its Member States, 

based on lessons learned from previous EU legislative initiatives, to draw up a coherent 

regulatory framework on mandatory human rights due diligence obligations for supply 

chains; 

3. Calls for the EU to ensure that its activities with developing countries, in the fields of 

both development and trade, are based on a balanced framework among equal partners, 

are aligned with the principle of policy coherence for development established in 

Article 208 TFEU, and are aimed at the promotion and protection of human rights; 

strongly encourages the EU to continue its work on operationalising its rights-based 

approach in all development activities; 

4. Warns against developing a double standard regarding the rights and obligations of 

corporations in investment and trade agreements; notes that reliance on voluntary 

measures to promote due diligence may be insufficient and that investors’ rights must 

be matched by obligations in terms of compliance with human rights, labour standards 

and environmental law; stresses, in a context in which the Commission has proposed 

creating a Multilateral Investment Court as a permanent body to enforce investor rights, 

the importance of addressing such imbalances, and calls for the EU to actively engage 

in constructive negotiations on the UN binding instrument on business and human rights 

in order to uphold the primacy of human rights;  

5. Reaffirms the need to fully implement the extraterritorial human rights obligations of 

EU Member States, as set out in the Maastricht Principles, building on the various 

instruments of the Council of Europe, in particular the European Convention on Human 

Rights (ECHR); 
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6. Underlines that trade is not an end in itself, but that an inclusive, rules-based, free and 

fair trade policy, if aligned with the SDGs, can contribute to poverty eradication, the 

primary objective of EU development cooperation policy, reducing inequalities, and the 

creation of decent jobs; calls for ensuring sustainable consumption and production 

patterns; underlines the need for the EU’s trading partners in the developing world to 

ensure good governance and respect for the rule of law;  

7. Stresses that global trade governance should enable trade integration that creates real 

opportunities for sustainable development; points out, in this context, that the current 

special and differential treatment (SDT) architecture in the WTO is failing to deliver the 

expected results; stresses the need to make the SDT provisions more effective and 

operational for developing countries;  

8. Recalls the need to strengthen the principle of policy coherence for development, which 

requires that the objectives of development cooperation be taken into account in policies 

that are likely to affect developing countries; calls for the EU to systematically evaluate 

the impact of its trade and fiscal policies on developing countries and to ensure that all 

its investment and trade agreements include provisions for independent ex-ante and ex-

post human rights impact assessments, enforceable due diligence requirements and 

effective accountability mechanisms;  

9. Highlights that trade agreements can negatively impact food security in developing 

countries; calls for the EU to protect local food production and prevent harmful effects 

of cheap imports, including in the remit of Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs);  

10. Reiterates that the environmental consequences of trade policy are unevenly distributed; 

calls, therefore, for the EU to mainstream environmental sustainability, sustainable 

management of natural resources, land tenure rights and the effective consideration of 

local and indigenous communities in the EU’s trade policy;  

11. Notes that bilateral and regional free trade agreements (RTAs) can contain more 

stringent provisions than those adopted at WTO level, and that these provisions may 

place restrictions on national governments; in particular, notes with concern that the 

needs of developing countries to pursue policies necessary to promote their food 

security and rural development are not sufficiently taken into account in regional and 

bilateral FTAs, including EPAs with ACP countries, and that developing countries are 

often prevented from using the flexibilities afforded in the WTO agreements; 

12. Deplores the fact that at least 218 million children are exploited as child labour, mainly 

with the aim of reducing costs; calls for the EU to ensure that goods circulated in the 

EU under ethical certification schemes are free from forced and child labour, to 

guarantee the reliable use of the labels fair and ethical, and help consumers make 

informed choices; 

13. Highlights that the proliferation of bilateral and regional free trade agreements (RTAs) 

raises concerns as to the coherence of global governance of trade and undermine the 

central role of the WTO in setting global rules; against this background, reiterates the 

importance of the multilateral rules-based order, according to which all countries are 

represented equally, as the most effective way of achieving an inclusive global trading 

system; emphasises the importance of enforceable provisions on social, labour and 
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environmental standards in trade agreements and welcomes the Commission’s 

commitment to include binding chapters on trade and sustainable development; stresses 

that these provisions should be enforced through effective monitoring mechanisms that 

allow individual to seek redress; calls for accompanying measures, including financial 

support, to be implemented in trade agreements concluded with developing countries in 

order to support their efforts in respecting and implementing internationally agreed 

social and environmental standards; reiterates its call for more transparency in the trade 

in natural resources; 

14. Recalls that Africa is still marginalised in the global context, and calls for the EU to 

support its ambitions of creating a genuine intra-African market and avoid taking steps 

which might hinder these ambitions; underlines in this regard the need to maximise the 

development and positive impact of migration and mobility; 

15. Calls for the EU to take into account the different level of development and capabilities 

of developing countries and to support African countries in strengthening their 

productive and transformation capacities in order to become less dependent on raw 

materials and simple processed products, enhancing their competitiveness and 

participation in global markets, and helping to create quality jobs, including, in 

particular, strengthening the role of women in the formal and informal economy; 

stresses the need for any trade agreement with developing countries to provide for 

sufficiently asymmetrical liberalisation schedules, protection for infant industries, 

development-supportive rules of origin and effective safeguard clauses; 

16. Supports the establishment of a continental free trade area in Africa; stresses that EPAs, 

if accompanied by appropriate structural measures and duly monitored, could be an 

important tool for promoting regional integration and sustainable development through 

trade; underlines the need to put the promotion of human rights and the achievement of 

the 2030 Agenda at their core; stresses the importance of engaging with partner 

countries to create ownership at government and civil society levels; insists, in this 

regard, on the paramount importance of respecting, as stated in SDG 17.15, partner 

countries’ right to regulate and take suitable decisions for their own national context and 

to respond to the demands of their populations, and the importance of these countries 

fulfilling their human rights obligations and other international commitments; 

emphasises that future ACP-EU relations must be based on a balanced framework 

among equal partners; 

17. Notes that only one comprehensive EPA has been concluded until now; calls therefore 

for the EU to acknowledge the EPA-related difficulties encountered by developing 

countries in the Post-Cotonou process; stresses, in particular, the need to conduct an in-

depth analysis on their impact on African economies and their respective labour 

markets, and for the promotion of intra-regional trade in Africa; 

18. Deplores that, each year, a sum exceeding the total annual ODA is drained out of Africa 

in the form of illicit financial flows; highlights the damaging impact of tax evasion on 

developing countries, which are deprived in this way of substantial amounts of public 

money that could be used, for example, not only to improve economic growth, 

environmental protection and public services but also to promote social cohesion; calls 

on the Commission, in negotiating trade agreements, to prioritise combating this serious 
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problem, using all the tools at its disposal; insists on the inclusion of strong provisions 

to tackle tax evasion and avoidance in EU FTAs and preferential trade regimes;  

19. Reiterates its call to create effective tools to combat tax evasion and avoidance globally 

and to enhance cooperation on tax matters with developing countries, including 

mobilisation of domestic resources;  

20. Recalls the need to establish a UN intergovernmental body to engage on an equal 

footing with developing countries in the reform of global tax rules; 

21. Recalls the effects that the EU`s common agricultural policy (CAP) has on developing 

countries; calls, in this regard, for the EU to ensure that the future CAP will surpass the 

problems related to the current export-oriented agricultural model by enhancing the 

EU’s internal markets and short food supply chains in a sustainable manner so that, on 

the one hand, it will not undermine developing country’s development and, on the 

other, it ensures resilience to external shocks; 

22. Stresses the importance of adapting trade policies to support national efforts to combat 

climate change in compliance with the Paris Agreement; 

23. Recalls that Article 8 TFEU states: ‘In all its activities, the Union shall aim to eliminate 

inequalities, and to promote equality, between men and women’; notes with concern 

that difficulties remain in assessing the relationship between trade and gender due to a 

number of factors, including a lack of data; stresses the need to better understand the 

gender dynamics associated with trade agreements; insists that all EU trade agreements 

should promote gender equality and strive to reduce inequalities; 

24. Calls for transparency in trade agreements and for the full involvement of civil society 

of the partner countries concerned in the negotiations and implementation of future 

trade agreements; 

25. Strongly supports the further mainstreaming of digital technologies and services in the 

EU’s development policy; calls on the Commission to increase investment in 

developing digital infrastructure in the Global South; 

26. Welcomes the EU’s external investment plan with the aim of fostering sustainable 

growth, investment and job creation within developing countries; calls for the current 

EIB external lending mandate to be expanded to increase its role in achieving 

sustainable development – through blending, co-financing of projects and local private 

sector development – with a focus on least-developed countries and fragile states; 

27. Stresses that there are profound gaps in transparency and traceability, raising serious 

questions as to the integrity of many ethical auditing and certification schemes in supply 

chains; 

28. Welcomes the Commission’s ‘Aid for Trade’ updated 2017 strategy aimed at 

strengthening and modernising EU support to developing countries; calls for more 

efforts and increased EU financial commitment to Aid for Trade initiatives in order to 

help developing countries, especially LDCs, achieve prosperity through trade and 

investments, and to support their actions towards realising the SDGs.  



 

AD\1161583EN.docx 7/8 PE619.291v02-00 

 EN 

INFORMATION ON ADOPTION IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

Date adopted 29.8.2018    

Result of final vote +: 

–: 

0: 

20 

1 

2 

Members present for the final vote Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Ignazio Corrao, Mireille D’Ornano, Heidi 

Hautala, Maria Heubuch, Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, Stelios 

Kouloglou, Arne Lietz, Linda McAvan, Norbert Neuser, Lola Sánchez 

Caldentey, Jean-Luc Schaffhauser, Elly Schlein, Mirja Vehkaperä, 

Bogdan Brunon Wenta, Anna Záborská, Joachim Zeller, Željana Zovko 

Substitutes present for the final vote Frank Engel, Ádám Kósa, Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Paul Rübig, 

Kathleen Van Brempt 

 
  



 

PE619.291v02-00 8/8 AD\1161583EN.docx 

EN 

FINAL VOTE BY ROLL CALL IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION 

20 + 

ALDE Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Mirja Vehkaperä 

EFDD Ignazio Corrao, Mireille D’Ornano 

GUE/NGL Stelios Kouloglou, Lola Sánchez Caldentey 

PPE Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Barrio, Ádám Kósa, Paul Rübig, Bogdan Brunon Wenta, 

Joachim Zeller, Željana Zovko 

S&D Cécile Kashetu Kyenge, Arne Lietz, Linda McAvan, Norbert Neuser, Elly Schlein, 

Kathleen Van Brempt 

VERTS/ALE Heidi Hautala, Maria Heubuch 

 

1 - 

ENF Jean-Luc Schaffhauser 

 

2 0 

PPE Frank Engel, Anna Záborská 

 

Key to symbols: 

+ : in favour 

- : against 

0 : abstention 

 

 


