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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recalls that trade liberalisation, if accompanied by appropriate policies and institutions 
that maximise and distribute better the benefits of trade, can be positive in terms of 
reducing poverty and inequalities, but is not sufficient per se in advancing sustainable 
development; recalls that competitiveness and economic growth are not goals in 
themselves, but means to be put to use for the benefit of human beings; underlines, in 
this context, that trade should remain a tool for sustainable development; welcomes the 
fact that developing countries now constitute about half of world trade, up from 33 % in 
2000, and that the number of people living in extreme poverty has been cut in half since 
1990, to just under one billion people; 

2. Reiterates the importance of promoting policy reforms in the multilateral trading system 
which support development-related objectives, namely through the UN Sustainable 
Development Agenda 2030; underlines the potential of the WTO as an efficient rules-
based multilateral negotiating forum which provides a platform for open discussion on 
global trade-related issues; insists that the EU should continue to promote further 
modernisation and the democratisation of the WTO in order to ensure all countries are 
represented on an equal footing;

3. Recalls that the lack of integration of human rights norms and standards into global 
rules governing trade and investment makes it difficult to hold companies accountable; 
stresses the need to rebalance trade and investment law with human rights law, notably 
in global supply chains; calls on the EU, to this end, to take initiatives in the WTO for 
the regulation of specific global supply chains, notably in the garment sector as a first 
step; reiterates, in addition, the importance of the EU being actively involved in the 
process of the open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational 
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights (OEIGWG) 
and to uphold the primacy of human rights over trade interests;

4. Calls for a world trade agenda based on the principle of fair trade for the benefit of all, 
which puts development and social, environmental and human rights at the centre of the 
process and has a special focus on the needs of low-income developing countries and 
least developed countries (LDCs); highlights in this regard the need to promote
comprehensive, binding and enforceable provisions on social, labour and environmental 
standards in trade agreements;

5. Urges that human rights be genuinely protected and that redress mechanisms that are 
effective and accessible for individuals be instituted for the resolution of disagreements 
concerning human rights violations; recalls the importance of mainstreaming gender 
equality and the empowerment of women in all trade policies, including WTO rules;

6. Takes the view that, since the Doha Round was launched in 2001, the world has 
changed dramatically in economic, political and technological terms; encourages the 
WTO, therefore, to better reflect the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 
Doha Development Agenda in order to properly address new challenges such as e-
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commerce, digital trade, investment transparency, subsidies and overcapacity, global 
value chains, public procurement, and domestic regulation for services, micro, small 
and medium-sized enterprises; stresses the need to reform the WTO, including the 
dispute settlement mechanism, so as to ensure a fair and balanced multilateral trading 
system; underlines the importance for WTO members that are developing countries of
fulfilling their obligations and deciding on their own pace and sequencing of trade 
liberalisation according to their level of development;

7. Demands increased support for Aid for Trade projects in the framework of development 
assistance, in order to turn digital opportunities into trade realities for developing 
countries;

8. Urges the EU and the Member States to duly acknowledge the difficulties met by 
developing countries in implementing their obligations under the WTO agreements;
notes that these problems include (a) the prohibition of investment measures and 
subsidies, making it harder to encourage domestic industry; (b) import liberalisation in 
agriculture, threatening the viability and livelihoods of small farmers whose products 
face competition from cheaper imported foods; (c) the negative impact of a high-
standard intellectual property rights (IPR) regime on access to medicine and transfer of 
technologies; and (d) increasing pressures on developing countries to open up their 
services sectors, which could undermine the viability of local service providers;

9. Reiterates its call for the EU to ensure that its activities with developing countries, both 
in the field of development and trade, are based on a balanced framework among equal 
partners, are aligned with the principle of Policy Coherence for Development 
established in Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 
(TFEU), and are aimed at the promotion of and respect for human rights;

10. Welcomes the entry into force of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement on 22 
February 2017 and notes that this agreement should bring significant benefits in 
particular to developing countries; recalls the importance of providing targeted and 
sustainable technical, financial and capacity building assistance to support WTO 
members that are developing countries, in particular LDCs, in implementing the 
agreement and adjusting to the reform process;

11. Takes the view that WTO rules and other multilateral trade agreements should broaden
the scope for special and differential treatment (SDT) in order to enable a more active 
use of infant industry promotion tools; urges the EU and the Member States to secure 
the principle of SDT for all WTO members classified by the World Bank as developing 
countries;

12. Highlights the fact that trade agreements can impact negatively on food security in 
developing countries; regrets the fact that the two instruments proposed by developing 
countries in the remit of negotiations at the WTO to promote the livelihoods of small 
farmers, food security and rural development, namely Special Products (SP) and a 
Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM), have not been established; calls for the EU to 
support the demands of developing countries to protect their food production systems 
and to protect their populations from the potentially destructive effects of cheap 
imports, including in the remit of Economic Partnership Agreements;
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13. Regrets that the WTO’s 11th Ministerial Conference did not secure progress on issues 
of key importance to developing countries; welcomes, however, enhanced preferential 
treatment previously secured at the WTO for LDCs, including preferential rules of 
origin and treatment for service providers and emphasises the need to undertake 
capacity building measures that would allow suppliers from LDCs to benefit from the 
LDC services waiver;

14. Stresses that the objective of sustainable development should become the principle 
guiding the work of the WTO, whose rules and operations should be designed 
accordingly and aligned with the 2030 Agenda and Paris Climate Agreement, which 
must be used as a benchmark for further commitments; underlines, moreover, the 
importance of ensuring the sustainability of global value chains and their alignment 
with human rights and social and environmental standards;

15. Emphasises the importance of the provision of sufficient good-quality food, clean water 
and the building of additional wastewater disposal facilities in order to deliver on SDGs
2 and 6; draws attention, furthermore, to the scale and implications of energy poverty in 
developing countries and demands additional action to reduce energy poverty in line 
with SDG 7, in particular in remote rural areas and in off-grid energy regions;

16. Insists that the WTO Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) should have a more developmental focus; recalls the paramount 
importance of ensuring access to medicines for all, and to this end encourages a more 
comprehensive use of TRIPS flexibilities as enshrined in the Doha Declaration; 
expresses its concern about current trends of seed privatisation, which undermines
people’s right to food; calls on the Commission to further explore and adopt measures 
against biopiracy;

17. Expresses its support for the mechanism of carbon border tax adjustments as an 
important tool to guarantee fair competition for companies taking action to reduce their 
climate impact;

18. Deplores the fact that the obligations under the WTO Agreement on the Application of 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) do not acknowledge the right of 
states to adopt regulation based on the precautionary principle; urges the EU and the
Member States to defend full recognition of this principle in WTO obligations;

19. Is concerned, in the above context, that the proliferation of bilateral and plurilateral 
trade agreements could lead to the fragmentation of international trade policy and thus 
undermine the role of the WTO; recalls the fact that developing countries are most in 
need of a multilateral system to defend their interests; calls, therefore, for the EU and 
the Member States to make additional efforts to once again place the WTO at the centre 
of global trade governance and to refrain from requesting from developing countries 
WTO+ provisions in plurilateral or bilateral treaties, and thereby undermining the 
flexibility mechanisms of the WTO, designed explicitly to protect their interests;

20. Expresses its utmost concern that several vacant posts on the Appellate Body of the 
WTO remain vacant and that this circumstance hinders the proper functioning of the 
dispute settlement mechanism; invites the Commission therefore to come forward with 
concrete proposals to resolve this unfortunate deadlock;
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21. Calls for the EU to continue to make the case for increasing the importance of the 
parliamentary dimension of the WTO, in particular through an increase in financial and 
personnel support to the responsible secretariat; calls on WTO members to ensure 
democratic legitimacy and transparency by strengthening the parliamentary dimension 
of the WTO; stresses, in this connection, the need to ensure that parliamentarians have 
better access to trade negotiations and are involved in the formulation and 
implementation of WTO decisions and that trade policies are properly scrutinised in the 
interests of their citizens.
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