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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Fisheries, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the fact that, in a context of overfishing, the reference tonnage provided for 
in the new Protocol represents a decrease in comparison with the previous Protocol; 
underlines, however, that the careful monitoring of fishing stocks remains important;

2. Calls on the Commission and the Republic of Senegal to provide more detailed 
information on the cumulative effects of the various fisheries agreements in force in the 
exclusive economic zone on fish stocks and maritime biodiversity;

3. Calls on the Commission to provide more information on the development of fishmeal 
activities in the region and the economic impact of that practice on local fisheries;

4. Recommends the establishment of regional management rules on the stock of small 
pelagics; recommends that such rules be shared by Senegal and its neighbouring 
countries;

5. Insists that the Protocol should be adapted to the Republic of Senegal’s needs and 
priorities; recommends, in this context, that the sectoral support component of the 
Protocol focus on the following priorities:

(a) stepping up the monitoring, control and surveillance of fisheries, thereby 
preventing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, paying particular attention 
to compliance with flag state obligations and the implementation of maritime 
agreements; 

(b) promoting a sustainable blue economy that develops within ecological limits by 
supporting small-scale local fisheries and strengthening the position of women 
and young people, who play an important part in marketing and processing;

(c) fostering local economic development and strengthening coastal communities that 
are dependent on marine resources and extremely affected by climate change, by 
increasing the resilience of local actors to the consequences of climate change and 
coastal erosion;

(d) improving scientific knowledge in the region through training scientific observers 
and by enabling local scientists to travel on board vessels operating in this area;

(e) promoting measures to protect and restore marine and coastal ecosystems, 
including mangrove forests, which provide a nursery and development habitat for 
marine life and offer sustainable and natural carbon storage and, against a 
backdrop of climate change, ecological resilience;

(f) supporting, with a view to preserving the richness of marine ecosystems, 
operations collecting waste and fishing gear and tackling pollution sources used 
by local actors;
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6. Notes that fishery activities are important for job-generation in coastal communities, 
contribute to reducing unemployment and facilitate access to decent work;

7. Calls on the Commission to ensure the involvement of civil society and local fishing 
communities in implementing the Protocol and in defining the initiatives to be carried 
out by way of sectoral support;

8. Notes that landlocked countries such as Mali import more than 40 % of its fishery 
import from Senegal and depend on the fishery export of Senegal; notes that Senegalese 
exports contribute to the nutrition of land-locked countries;

9. Notes that more than one fifth of Senegalese exports go to landlocked countries, in 
particular to Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger, and contribute to the economic integration 
of the African continent.

10. Calls for transparency regarding the use of EU sectoral funding in order to allow for 
better monitoring and improved linkages with other EU and donor activities financed in 
the fisheries sector, with a view to preventing duplication and ensuring public 
awareness of the financing options for projects; urges, in this regard, the Commission to 
provide regular public reports on the use of sectoral support.
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