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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Emphasises that trade is not an end in itself but an important tool for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), by helping to reduce poverty, improve health 
and support efforts to tackle environmental degradation, and for promoting the EU’s 
values to this end; highlights the need to build supply-side capacity and trade 
infrastructure in developing countries, focusing on export diversification, value addition 
and micro, small and medium-sized enterprises; recalls the EU’s commitment regarding 
the principle of policy coherence for development and the ‘do-no-harm’ principle; 
points out that the EU is committed to a robust, effective and credible commercial 
policy which will form the basis of a fair and open rules-based multilateral commercial 
system, which is essential for the further integration of developing countries into global 
value chains; underlines the importance of technical assistance strategies to that effect;

2. Stresses the importance of comprehensive, binding and enforceable provisions on 
social, labour and environmental standards, especially in the trade and sustainable 
development (TSD) chapters of free trade agreements (FTAs); stresses, in addition, the 
importance of effective monitoring; calls for the systematic use of comprehensive ex 
ante and ex post impact assessments on trade sustainability;

3. Highlights that trade agreements should not have a negative impact on food security in 
developing countries; emphasises the need to enable developing countries to assert their 
food sovereignty and determine by their own democratic means how their food systems 
are to be configured; calls for a holistic approach to this effect encompassing key issues 
such as public procurement, competition (including subsidies), and sanitary and 
phytosanitary barriers; calls, in particular, for the EU to help developing countries to 
protect their local food production, support small family farms and build upon the 
recommendations of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO);

4. Notes that despite the progress made towards policy coherence for development for the 
duration of the 2014-2020 common agricultural policy (CAP), the banning of export 
subsidies has no bearing on the economic distortions resulting from other direct or 
indirect subsidies, as with the case of dairy products; calls for the EU to embark on a 
review of the current provisions of the 1994 Agreement establishing the World Trade 
Organization (WTO); calls for the EU to provide assistance to developing countries in 
designing foreign direct investment (FDI) screening mechanisms;

5. Stresses that the new EU-Africa Strategy should support fair and ethical trade; points 
out that the Commission’s 2019 report entitled ‘Implementation of Free Trade 
Agreements 1 January 2018 - 31 December 2018’ (COM(2019)0455) highlights limited 
progress regarding the economic diversification of developing countries covered by 
economic partnership agreements (EPAs); urges the EU and its Member States to 
acknowledge the concerns expressed by developing countries in relation to EPAs; 
recalls that EPAs should provide effective support for the integration of regional 
markets; stresses the need to take into consideration the ex-post evaluation study of the 
first 10 years of the EPA with CARIFORUM and to examine the scope for 
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improvements with a view to strengthening ties with the countries in the region while 
addressing the new challenges of the 21st century, in particular climate change, and 
meeting the SDGs; stresses the importance, moreover, for EPAs to be jointly monitored 
with the support of local partners and civil society organisations; calls on the 
Commission to carry out an in-depth analysis of the current EPAs on matters such as 
local economies, labour markets, biodiversity loss, deforestation and land-grabbing to 
determine whether changes are needed; 

6. Highlights the importance of involving the national parliaments, civil society and 
private sector of all parties to trade negotiations in particular; calls for greater 
participation and consultation of social partners and civil society in the negotiation and 
implementation of trade agreements, notably within the remit of domestic advisory 
groups, whose monitoring role could be extended to all parts of trade agreements, and 
not solely limited to TSD chapters;

7. Stresses that the EU must ensure sustainable global supply chains; reiterates its call for 
an EU legal framework based on mandatory corporate due diligence on human rights 
violations in supply chains and providing access to justice for victims; believes that 
such obligations should be cross-sectoral; welcomes the forthcoming entry into force of 
the regulation on conflict minerals, and calls for its implementation to be monitored 
closely, including through the implementation of flanking measures; stresses that this 
regulation marks a significant milestone in guaranteeing transparency and 
accountability in supply chains;

8. Calls on the Commission to actively work within the WTO in order to promote 
multilateral rules for the sustainable management of global value chains, including 
mandatory supply chain due diligence, with the garment sector to be addressed as a first 
step based on OECD guidelines; reiterates its call on the Commission and the Member 
States to engage constructively in the negotiations for a legally binding UN Treaty on 
transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights, 
with the aim of ensuring access to justice for victims of human rights violations and 
seek redress;

9. Highlights that developing countries are the most affected by the phenomenon of tax 
evasion, which deprives states of billions of euros in public revenues every year; calls 
for the inclusion in trade agreements with developing countries of provisions to help 
combat illicit financial flows and tax evasion on the part of corporations and 
multinationals, with the aim of ensuring that taxes are paid where profits and real 
economic value are created and eliminating base erosion and profit shifting;

10. Recalls that one of the main challenges for developing countries is to climb up the 
global value chain through economic diversification;

11. Stresses the importance of the multilateral system as the most effective means of 
achieving a global level playing field and an inclusive global trading system in the 
interest of developing countries; reiterates the importance of reforming the WTO in line 
with the SDGs, the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement commitments; 

12. Recalls, in addition, that EU trade and development policy should contribute to regional 
integration and the incorporation and rise of developing countries within global value 
chains; stresses the importance of adapting trade policies to support efforts towards the 
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development of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) through financial 
and technical assistance;

13. Stresses equally the importance of monitoring the implementation of TSD chapters in 
FTAs based on guidance provided by advisory groups in the EU and the respective 
partner countries, with a view to evaluating the delivery of development-oriented 
outcomes through trade preferences; emphasises the need to adapt TSD chapters to each 
country’s capacities, in combination with the provision of the necessary financial and 
technological transfers;

14. Welcomes the EU’s support for far-reaching, balanced and mutually-beneficial FTA 
negotiations with the aim of ensuring a level playing field; points out that tax avoidance, 
tax evasion and tax fraud must be tackled robustly and that rule systems aimed at 
creating and safeguarding open, fair competition should be promoted; 

15. Highlights the need to help rural and coastal producers to adapt to crisis market 
conditions due to the outbreak of COVID-19 and devise swift coronavirus adaptation 
and resilience strategies so as to maintain subsistence income levels, while ensuring the 
sustainable management of agricultural, forestry, marine and biodiversity-rich 
ecosystems;

16. Laments the economic losses due to the disruption of international trade and global 
supply chains as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, which may have a particularly 
severe impact on developing countries; calls on the Commission to ensure that its trade 
provisions with developing countries support access to medicines and medical 
equipment; encourages the Commission to work towards greater transparency in global 
supply chains, particularly in the pharmaceutical sector; supports the conclusion of a 
multilateral agreement on the free circulation of medical equipment;

17. Calls on the Commission to ensure that human rights conditions linked to unilateral 
trade preferences such as GSP or GSP+ are effectively implemented and monitored;

18. Stresses that the implementation of the Paris Agreement should be supported by EU 
trade policy; points out that compliance with the Paris Agreement must be a mandatory 
provision of EU trade agreements; calls for the inclusion of specific provisions and 
targets to achieve these commitments in FTAs, notably on the implementation of the 
national determined contributions, on loss and damage associated with the adverse 
effects of climate change, and on technology transfer;

19. Reiterates that the EU and its trade partners must abide by international labour and 
environmental standards, combat illegal trade in threatened and endangered species of 
fauna and flora, fight deforestation and forest degradation, and encourage trade that 
supports efforts to tackle climate change; expresses its concern about the link between 
trade liberalisation and deforestation and about the potentially negative impact of new 
trade agreements in this regard; calls on the Commission to include in all future trade 
agreements – both comprehensive and relevant sub-agreements – legally binding 
provisions relating to forests, in addition to safeguards that ensure their implementation 
and serve to combat deforestation and forest degradation;

20. Underlines the fact that the ongoing rise in CO2 emissions related to transport and 
international trade undermines the effectiveness of the EU’s climate change strategy; 



PE648.266v02-00 6/8 AD\1207691EN.docx

EN

takes the view that the climate costs of FTAs make a strong case for shifting the path of 
export-led development strategy towards endogenous development based on local 
consumption and production in developing countries;

21. Underlines the fact that the disruptions triggered by COVID-19 have brought the 
vulnerabilities of the global food system to the fore; highlights, moreover, that the 
liberalisation of agricultural markets further entrenches an export-oriented, industrial 
model of agriculture that is a significant contributor to climate change, drives habitat 
loss and creates the conditions for viruses to emerge and spread; considers that short 
supply chains and other local initiatives, by contrast, hold great potential to address 
current failures in the food system, by improving access to fresh food, ensuring that 
farmers derive greater value, and reducing vulnerability to disruptions on international 
markets; urges the Commission, therefore, to develop a strategy to gradually shift away 
from trade-oriented agricultural policies and towards local and regional markets;

22. Expresses its support for carbon border tax adjustments as an important tool to 
guarantee fair competition for companies taking action to reduce their climate impact.
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