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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Calls for the EU to increase its investments in programmes for research and innovation, 
with the aim of strengthening climate-resilient agriculture, sustainable intensification 
and crop diversification, agro-ecology, agroforestry and nature-based solutions in line 
with the European Green Deal and the conclusions of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) Special Report on climate change and land; stresses equally the 
need to invest in community-based forest management; insists that the EU should strive 
towards reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, restoring 
damaged forests and putting a stop to illegal logging and the expansion of land use at 
the expense of forests and natural ecosystems, while improving livelihoods and food 
security and providing sustainable socioeconomic opportunities for a growing 
population; recalls that newly planted forests cannot replace primary forests and their 
capacity for removing and storing additional carbon dioxide; underlines, therefore, the 
importance of proforestation in addressing the dual global crisis of climate change and 
biodiversity loss, as well as afforestation and reforestation to increase tree cover and 
regenerate soils with a view to achieving climate neutrality, as indicated in the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 15 targets;

2. Underlines that EU cooperation measures should aim to tackle the root causes of 
deforestation, namely corruption, weak governance and institutions, shrinking civic 
space, the lack of trained personnel and a definition of forests, forest criminality and 
impunity, and insecure land tenure as major causes of illegal logging, fraud, tax evasion 
and violations of human rights; stresses that sustainable land use planning, with a view 
to securing the land tenure rights of forest-dependent communities and of indigenous 
people, should be at the core of donor initiatives and programmes on agriculture and 
forestry;

3. Recognises the relevance of international frameworks such as the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance 
of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests (VGGT) in offering legal clarity and 
internationally accepted standards of good practice for the responsible governance of 
land tenure; invites the Commission to support the diffusion and use of the VGGT at 
global, regional and country level; stresses the need for effective independent 
monitoring and enforcement, including appropriate dispute resolution and grievance 
mechanisms, to ensure compliance with the VGGT;

4. Points out that increasing levels of deforestation and damage to forests are not only 
detrimental to sustainable forestry and biodiversity, but also have an adverse impact on 
people’s lives and rights, for example in the context of resettlement or flight from the 
land, if land rights or labour rights are disregarded;

5. Stresses that in its Special Report on climate change and land, the IPCC explicitly 
underlines the critical role of traditional knowledge, indigenous peoples and local 
communities in stewarding and safeguarding the world’s lands and forests, as well as 
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the importance of securing community tenure land rights to combat climate change; 
recalls that these groups, together with environmental human rights defenders, are 
increasingly under threat, facing intimidation and human rights violations in their 
efforts to protect their forests, land and environment;

6. Recalls that indigenous people, local communities, smallholder farmers and women 
possess and heavily rely on indispensable knowledge regarding forests; calls for the EU 
to ensure the recognition of their land tenure and human rights as a matter of social 
justice, in line with the FAO VGGT, the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP) and International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 169, as 
well as their effective participation in the design and implementation of EU 
development programmes which have an impact on them and in the enforcement of 
forest protection measures, building upon the lessons learnt from the Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) programme; calls for the EU, 
furthermore, to increase the transparency and accountability of Voluntary Partnership 
Agreements;

7. Highlights that indigenous women and women farmers play a central role in protecting 
forest ecosystems; notes with concern, however, the absence of women’s inclusion and 
empowerment in the natural resource management process; believes that gender 
equality in forestry education plays a key role in the sustainable management of forests 
and should be reflected in the EU action plan; 

8. Draws attention to the importance of supporting small and medium-sized forestry 
enterprises through knowledge transfer and the provision of technical and financial 
assistance and training; 

9. Points out that the EU has wide-ranging expertise in the area of sustainable energy 
supply and, through research and cooperation, should make available and pass on 
knowledge to the countries worst affected by deforestation, with a view to achieving the 
sustainable forest management goals set out in the 2030 Agenda;

10. Calls for the forestry sector to feature strongly in the upcoming Neighbourhood, 
Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and for the full 
potential of the External Investment Plan and regional blending facilities to be exploited 
in leveraging private funding for sustainable forest management (ranging from 
proforestation to reforestation and afforestation), sustainable tourism and agroforestry, 
as well as the initiatives taken by companies to eliminate deforestation products from 
their supply chains, with the aim of achieving the SDGs; calls on the private sector to be 
proactive in the fight against deforestation embodied in their supply chains and 
investments, fulfilling their zero deforestation commitments without delay and ensuring 
full transparency with regard to compliance with their commitments; calls on the 
Commission to ensure effective implementation of the FAO VGGT in its External 
Investment Plan; 



AD\1209205EN.docx 5/10 PE648.612v03-00

EN

11. Emphasises the therapeutic function of forests in the highly urbanised societies of 
Europe, as well as the increasing importance of urban forests and trees in cities, which 
have direct positive consequences for human health and the quality of life of citizens; 
stresses that forests also contribute to the socioeconomic development of the world’s 
rural territories, including through the distribution of resources to the poorest areas 
thanks to forest industry, non-wood forest products and ecotourism;

12. Calls for the EU to strengthen its standards in terms of the mandatory disclosure by 
companies of information related to the production or processing of forest-risk 
commodities within the remit of the revision of the Non-Financial Reporting Directive1 
(NFRD), as part of its efforts to scale up sustainable finance;

13. Calls for the EU to pay specific attention, in its cooperation with developing countries, 
to forests in coastal areas, such as mangrove forests, which are particularly impacted by 
climate change and human activity and represent a great opportunity for preservation, 
adaptation and mitigation policies; 

14. Underlines that protecting biodiversity and mitigating climate change are not 
automatically mutually supportive; calls for the Renewable Energy Directive2 (RED II) 
to be revised to make it consistent with the EU’s international commitments under the 
2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversity, which 
would entail inter alia introducing social sustainability criteria and taking into account 
the risks of land-grabbing; stresses, to this end, that RED II should comply with 
international tenure rights standards, namely ILO Convention No 169 and the FAO 
VGGT;

15. Calls for the EU to continue to lead global efforts in drawing up and implementing 
mitigation and adaptation strategies designed to curb deforestation and forest 
degradation, encourage forest restoration and ensure that the progress achieved in the 
area of sustainable forestry is maintained in the context of the Paris Agreement and the 
SDGs;

16. Urges the EU to discuss deforestation, forest degradation and the destruction of natural 
ecosystems in bilateral and regional dialogues with partner countries in order to 
encourage them to include forests and related governance measures, such as mitigation 
and adaptation strategies, in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under 
the Paris Agreement, as well as in their National Biodiversity Strategies and Action 
Plans (NBSAP) under the Convention on Biological Diversity, to work on 
internationally binding forest protection schemes and to coordinate with international 
initiatives;

17. Welcomes the commitment by the Commission to increase supply chain sustainability 
and transparency; recalls that voluntary measures and certification schemes alone are 
not sufficient to stop deforestation; calls for the adoption of an EU legislative 

1 Directive 2014/95/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 amending Directive 
2013/34/EU as regards disclosure of non-financial and diversity information by certain large undertakings and 
groups (OJ L 330, 15.11.2014, p. 1).
2 Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the promotion 
of the use of energy from renewable sources (OJ L 328, 21.12.2018, p. 82).
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framework based on mandatory due diligence in forest-risk commodity supply chains, 
drawing on lessons learnt from existing legislation, to prevent, address and mitigate 
deforestation and human rights violations and integrate small farmers’ products into 
sustainable supply chains, while ensuring a level playing field to avoid income loss in 
developing countries and unfair competition; stresses that such a legislative framework 
should apply to all economic actors in the supply chain, be accompanied by a robust 
enforcement regime and include effective, proportionate and dissuasive penalties for 
non-compliance; underlines the need to ensure that this new legal framework does not 
lead to an excessive administrative burden for small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs); invites the Commission to promote such a regulatory framework at 
international level in line with the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights; is convinced that the EU Forest Strategy should promote and share best 
practices and results in the forest sector and improve cooperation among Member 
States;

18. Encourages the EU to provide assistance in strengthening surveillance of deforestation 
and illegal activities;

19. Calls for the EU to make sure that policies in all areas are coherent with its 
commitments to protecting and restoring forests, while mainstreaming its biodiversity 
objectives, and that global supply chains and financial flows only promote legal, 
sustainable and deforestation-free production and do not result in human rights 
violations; recalls the importance of robust, coherent and enforceable sustainability 
chapters in trade agreements, along with the effective implementation of multilateral 
environmental and climate agreements; invites the Commission to carefully assess the 
impacts of trade agreements on deforestation by means of the Sustainability Impact 
Assessments (SIAs) and other relevant assessments, on the basis of solid data and 
evaluation methodologies; urges the Commission to include binding and enforceable 
provisions to halt illegal logging, deforestation, forest degradation and human rights 
violations and to ensure responsible business conduct, including through provisions to 
guarantee the free, prior and informed consent of indigenous peoples and local 
communities and the recognition of the land tenure rights of forest-dependent 
communities and indigenous people, as well as binding mechanisms to oversee the 
effective implementation of these provisions and to seek redress, notably by providing 
an accessible complaint mechanism; calls for the EU to address the trade in forest-risk 
commodities via new bilateral partnerships with producer countries, drawing on the 
lessons learnt from the FLEGT VPAs, with cacao presenting an opportunity for early 
progress.

20. Calls for EU-ACP cooperation to be strengthened in order to tackle the increasing 
problem of deforestation and desertification in ACP states through the development of 
action plans aimed at improving the management and conservation of forests, taking 
into account the causes of deforestation from within and outside the forest sector and 
acknowledging the importance of tropical timber for the economies of the ACP states 
with timber-producing forests.
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21. Calls on the Commission to include illegal forest practices, such as the underpricing of 
wood in concessions, the harvesting of protected trees, the smuggling of forest products 
across borders, illegal logging and the processing of raw forest materials without a 
licence, within the scope of enforceable anti-corruption provisions in free trade 
agreements;

22. Emphasises the link between health, the environment and climate change; stresses that 
several scientific studies show the interlinkages between biodiversity loss and the rise of 
pandemics, notably zoonotic diseases linked to deforestation and the degradation of 
natural habitats; calls for the EU, as part of the Green Deal’s external dimension, to step 
up its technical assistance to and the sharing of information and best practices with third 
countries in the area of sustainable forest management; urges the Commission and the 
Member States to work in cooperation with international organisations such as the 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the FAO to prevent the proliferation of health 
crises and pandemics in the future;

23. Recalls that about 2.6 billion people worldwide use traditional biomass, mainly wood 
and charcoal, for cooking, three quarters of whom do not have access to efficient stoves; 
calls for the EU to provide faster and increased support to third countries to enable them 
to focus on sustainable and clean energy sources and thus reduce the deforestation 
pressure caused by the use of wood as fuel; encourages actions to increase forest cover 
and other wooded land where relevant; calls on the Commission to address the trade-
offs resulting from the increasing demand for wood for materials, energy and the 
bioeconomy by developing EU criteria for sustainable forest management with concrete 
benchmarks and thresholds and promoting proforestation as an effective solution to 
address climate change and biodiversity loss;

24. Points out that the Commission’s bioeconomy strategy, which is heavily based on the 
use of biomass, raises new challenges for the protection and restoration of forests; 
stresses that the increasing use of wood for biofuels and bioenergy is creating pressure 
on the world’s forests and is concerned that the rising demand for bioenergy products, if 
not duly monitored, might lead to unsustainable practices; reiterates that EU bioenergy 
policy should respond to strict environmental and social criteria and stresses the need to 
introduce more stringent forest biomass criteria to prevent deforestation abroad; urges 
the EU and its Member States, therefore, to ensure consistency among policies, in 
accordance with the principle of policy coherence for development (PCD) set out in 
Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU);

25. Points out that forests make a significant contribution to global food security, 
livelihoods and nutrition in developing countries and are an important source of income 
for local communities; recalls that progress towards sustainable agriculture, food 
security and sustainable forest management should be made simultaneously as core 
elements of the 2030 Agenda;

26. Recalls that approximately 80 % of global deforestation is caused by the expansion of 
land used for agriculture, which is also aggravated by other legal operations for 
alternative land use, notably cattle ranching, mining and drilling activities, and that EU 
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consumption represents around 10 % of the global share of deforestation, through its 
high import dependency on protein feeds and agricultural commodities such as palm oil, 
meat, soy, cocoa, maize, timber and rubber; calls for stronger sustainability criteria to be 
introduced for feed imports, in an effort to ensure that in third countries protein plants 
are cultivated in a sustainable manner which is not damaging to the environment or 
social structures; calls on the Commission to address the significant amount of 
embodied deforestation and forest degradation linked to animal products such as meat, 
dairy and eggs and to reduce EU consumption of forest-risk commodities;

27. Asks the Commission and its Member States to maintain their commitment to fighting 
illegal logging and the trade in illegal timber and forest-risk commodities; calls for the 
EU to ensure the traceability of timber and timber products throughout the supply 
chain and to integrate forest diplomacy into its climate policy, with the aim of 
encouraging countries which process and/or import significant quantities of tropical 
timber to adopt effective legislation banning the importation of illegally harvested 
timber;

28. Calls on the Commission to expand the use of the Copernicus REDD+ satellite system 
to support global forest-risk and deforestation monitoring in collaboration with 
developing countries, and to strengthen wildfire prevention and preparedness efforts 
by collaborating with developing countries on early warning tools, disaster resilience, 
risk mitigation measures, innovation, digitalisation and knowledge transfer; calls on 
the Commission, in this context, to work with the private sector and other 
development actors to assess new disaster risk finance and insurance solutions for 
catastrophic events affecting forests;
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