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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety, as the committee responsible to incorporate the following suggestions into 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that forestry policy is primarily a national competence, however recognizes that 
many Union policies have an impact on forests; calls on the Union to adopt without delay 
a legislative act requiring companies to conduct mandatory due diligence throughout their 
entire supply chains to ensure that forest risk commodities placed on the Union market 
are sustainable, deforestation-free, do not degrade forests or biodiversity-rich ecosystems 
and comply with human rights obligations, in line with international labour and 
environmental standards and other international obligations, including the rights of 
indigenous peoples and local communities, and the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for 
Responsible Business Conduct; stresses that such legislation should follow a cross-
commodity approach, apply to all economic actors in the supply chain, including financial 
actors, both upstream and downstream, provide access to justice for victims, be 
accompanied by a robust reporting, disclosure and enforcement mechanism, including 
effective, proportionate and dissuasive penalties for non-compliance and should be based 
on the lessons of existing legislation such as that concerning conflict minerals, timber 
regulation, unregulated and unreported fishing, which all include mandatory due 
diligence requirements; 

2. Invites the Commission to promote such a regulatory framework at international level; to 
this end, stresses the importance of cross-sectoral coordination and of designing 
partnerships, in close collaboration with producer and consumer countries, to tackle 
deforestation and forest degradation holistically, notably in key international fora, which 
implies for example the promotion of a common understanding of sustainable and 
deforestation-free supply chains and transparent value chains on the basis of a robust 
methodology which is shared by partner countries; 

3. Stresses equally that the new regulatory framework should not lead to unfair 
competition or an excessive administrative burden for SMEs and calls for support to be 
given to developing countries in adapting to the proposed new regulatory framework, 
notably regarding the diversification of income; stresses the importance of adopting 
accompanying measures to compensate for possible income loss by SMEs and to 
support developing countries to adjust to the new legal framework;

4 Urges the Union to show leadership and to take decisive action as the global rates of 
deforestation have continued to worsen in recent years despite the multiplication of 
international initiatives; underlines that the proliferation of deforestation-free initiatives 
by the private sector is creating a momentum for policy synergies; however, insists that 
introduction of labelling and certification schemes for deforestation-free products is not 
sufficient, particularly in the context of the climate and  biodiversity crisis and that further 
guidance is needed to inform the design, implementation and monitoring of such supply-
chain initiatives to reduce deforestation from private initiatives; 

5. Calls on the private sector to fulfil without delay its zero deforestation commitments, 
while ensuring full transparency on compliance with those commitments; to this end, 
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stresses the need to strengthen the requirements concerning voluntary certifications on 
social and environmental criteria, notably by promoting the access of small producers to 
certification, facilitating the use of independent auditing, strengthening appeal 
procedures, their transparency and the settlement of disputes, adopting high conservation 
value and high carbon stock criteria, securing ecosystem conversion and the absence of 
planting on peatlands and ensuring that customary land tenure rights are respected and 
calls on the Commission to cooperate closely with the private sector in the exchange of 
best practices, as well as for data harmonization; 

6. More broadly, calls on the Commission to encourage the strengthening of standards and 
certification schemes that help to identify and promote deforestation-free commodities 
in third countries; insists on the importance of strengthening cooperation with producer 
countries through technical assistance, exchange of information and good practices, as 
well identifying joint activities to inform policy developments based on an advanced 
understanding of the impact of deforestation and forest degradation, transparent supply 
chains, and effective monitoring mechanisms;

7. Calls for the forestry sector to feature strongly in the upcoming Neighbourhood, 
Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and for the full 
potential of the External Investment Plan and regional blending facilities to be exploited 
in leveraging private funding for sustainable forest management; calls for the 
strengthening of standards and certification schemes that already exist instead of 
introducing new ones and stresses that those standards and certification schemes need to 
comply with WTO rules;

8. Calls for the Union to strengthen its standards in terms of mandatory disclosure of 
information by undertakings related to the production or processing of forest risk 
commodities, calls for the implementation of the bioeconomy strategy; recognises the 
positive economic, societal and environmental contribution of the forest industry and 
calls for further investment in research, innovation and technological advancement;

9. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal to further integrate deforestation provisions 
within the EU Ecolabel, green public procurement and other initiatives in the context of 
the circular economy; calls on the Commission to present initiatives in this regard;

10. In particular, calls on the Commission to take initiatives to forbid the public purchase of 
imported products resulting in deforestation within the framework of the plurilateral 
Agreement on Government Procurement (GPA) of the World Trade Organization and 
Directive 2014/24 of the European Parliament and of the Council1;

11. Notes that greater access to customs data on imports entering the Union would increase 
global value chain transparency and accountability; calls on the Commission to set up a 
customs partnership within the Union while extending customs data requirements, 
notably by including the exporter and the manufacturer as mandatory customs data 
elements, thereby enhancing the transparency and traceability of global value chains;

12. Recalls that the increasing Union demand of wood for materials, energy and the 

1 Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 
on public procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 65). 
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bioeconomy increases the risks of import-embodied deforestation, land grabbing, forced 
displacement and violation of indigenous people’s rights; calls for a halt to illegal logging 
and for the traceability of timber and timber products throughout the supply chain; 

13. Stresses the need to ensure effective recognition and respect of customary land tenure 
rights of forest-dependent communities and of indigenous peoples as a question of 
social justice in line with the FAO Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible 
Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food 
Security (VGGT), the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 
and in ILO Convention No. 169; invites the Commission to support the dissemination, 
use and implementation of the VGGT at global, regional and country level, also through 
the External Investment Plan;

14. Notes that mature forests should be given the attention they deserve, as they make a 
contribution to knowledge and health that should not be denied to future generations; 
expresses its concern on the biodiversity loss occurring in several parts of the world due 
to climate change, especially in developing countries, and recalls that prevention of the 
loss of biodiversity should also be a priority for the Union;

15. Stresses that the Union’s bioenergy policy should respond to strict social and 
environmental criteria;

16. Regrets that policies aiming at protecting biodiversity and mitigating climate change are 
not automatically mutually supportive; is notably worried about the environmental impact 
of increasing imports of biomass, which might lead to unsustainable practices triggering 
deforestation abroad if not duly monitored; in particular, urges the Commission and the 
Member States to take full account of the impact that increased use of biofuels and 
biomass could have on deforestation; 

17 More broadly, calls for an exhaustive impact assessment of the environmental impact of 
increasing imports of biomass, and calls for the revision of the Directive 2009/28/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council2 to make it consistent with the Union’s 
international commitments in relation to Agenda 2030, the Paris Agreement and the 
Convention of Biological Diversity, which entails, inter alia, the adoption of social 
sustainability criteria, taking into account the risks of land-grabbing, in line with 
international land tenure rights, notably ILO Convention No. 169 and the VGGT and 
CFS Principles for Responsible Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems;

18. Calls on the Union to comply with the principle of policy coherence for development as 
set out in Article 208 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and to 
ensure consistency between its development, foreign, trade, agriculture, energy, research 
and innovation, climate and biodiversity policies; in particular, urges the Union to invest 
more in programmes promoting more climate-resilient, more sustainable and more 
extensive farming practices, as well as sustainable diversification, agro-ecology and agro-
forestry, thereby reversing the trend of forests being cleared to make more land available, 

2 Directive 2009/28/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on 
the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources and amending and subsequently 
repealing Directives 2001/77/EC and 2003/30/EC (OJ L 140, 5.6.2009, p. 16). 
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in line with the objectives of the European Green Deal;  

19. Calls on the Union to support partner countries in developing sustainable forest 
management (SFM) and strategies, based on scientific evidence, which is key to 
decreasing deforestation and forest degradation; underlines, therefore, the importance of 
proforestation as an effective solution to address the dual global crises of climate 
change and biodiversity loss, while afforestation and reforestation should equally 
contribute to restoring damaged ecosystems, to regenerating soils in order to avoid 
erosion and loss of nutrients, and to increasing tree coverage to achieve climate 
neutrality, as indicated in SDG 15 targets; calls equally on the Union to provide support 
to third countries with the aim of switching to non-wood-based renewable energy 
sources, thereby reducing the pressure on forests caused by the use of wood as fuel;

20. Highlights that Union measures should concentrate also on minimising the effects of 
law-abiding logging operations allowed in the context of alternative land uses, notably 
for cattle ranching, mining and drilling activities, which constitute the major drivers of 
deforestation, ecosystem degradation as well as habitat destruction, together with 
intensive agriculture;

21. Points out that approximately 80% of global deforestation is caused by the expansion of 
land used for agriculture, and is aggravated by legal and illegal wood harvesting for fuel 
and export; emphasises that the Union farming model is dependent on imports of large 
volumes of protein feed, the cultivation of which overseas often represents one of the 
drivers of deforestation and the destruction of rainforests;  

22. Calls for sustainability criteria to be introduced concerning feed imports to encourage 
third countries to cultivate protein plants in a sustainable manner which is not damaging 
to the environment or society and does not lead to mass deforestation; calls on the Union, 
as a last resort, to gradually halt imports of soya from third countries unwilling to adopt 
such sustainability criteria; 

23. Reiterates that Union trade policy should be consistent with, and contribute to, its 
international environmental commitments; in this regard, stresses that the Paris 
Agreement should be an essential element of Union trade agreements; accordingly, calls 
on the Commission to include ambitious forest and biodiversity-specific provisions in 
all Union trade and investment agreements, including robust, coherent and enforceable 
sustainability chapters, which integrate inter alia sustainability benchmarks for 
agricultural commodities, provisions to ensure that Free, Prior and Informed consent of 
indigenous peoples and local communities is obtained and to ensure the recognition of 
land tenure rights of forest-dependent communities and of indigenous peoples; stresses 
that such provisions should be binding and enforceable through an effective monitoring 
mechanism that enables people to seek redress, notably by providing accessible 
complaint mechanisms and evaluation systems to ensure accountability and 
transparency; invites the Commission to carefully assess the impacts of trade 
agreements on deforestation in the Sustainability Impact Assessments (SIAs) and other 
relevant assessments, including the state of forests, natural ecosystems and human 
rights, based on solid data and evaluation methodologies;

24. Calls for the EU-ACP cooperation to be strengthened in order to tackle the increasing 
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problem of deforestation and desertification in ACP countries through the development 
of action plans aimed at improving the management and conservation of forests and the 
setting-up of monitoring systems; calls on the Union to ensure that deforestation is 
included in political dialogues at country level, and to help partner countries to develop 
and implement national frameworks on forests and on sustainable supply chains, while 
supporting the effective implementation of partner countries’ Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC) pursuant to the Paris Agreement;

25. Urges the Commission to strengthen cooperation with producer and consumer countries 
as well as business and civil society by developing guidance, including assessment 
based on certain criteria, to demonstrate the credibility and solidity of different 
standards and schemes aimed at identifying and promoting deforestation-free 
commodities;

26. Stresses that climate change, deforestation, the destruction of habitats and biodiversity 
loss are considerably exacerbating the risk of the transmission of zoonotic diseases from 
animals to humans, as was the case with COVID-19;

27. Believes that raising consumer awareness about consumption footprints encourages 
behavioural change and the choice of sustainable and deforestation-free products.
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