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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas in recent years, environmental defenders have been subjected to ever increasing 
incidences of killings, kidnappings, torture, gender-based violence, threats, harassment, 
intimidation, smear campaigns, criminalisation, judicial harassment, forced eviction and 
displacement;

B. whereas the criminalisation of environmental defenders is routine in many countries and 
strategic lawsuits against them by public administrations direct resources, energy and 
focus away from defenders’ work and towards overcoming lengthy and often unfounded 
court proceedings;

C. whereas the economic crisis that is expected to result from the COVID-19 pandemic 
may push states to divert funds away from environment protection in order to stimulate 
short-term economic growth, which will result in the increased use of violence to force 
communities off their land and allow for its exploitation;

1. Stresses that developing countries, including Small Island Developing States (SIDS), 
are the most exposed to climate change, and that their human rights activists and 
environmental defenders, who are often members of indigenous or traditional 
communities, have to deal with multiple forms of violence, ranging from psychological 
and physical threats to restrictions on their liberty, judicial persecution and even 
assassination for defending their land, heritage and environment from the consequences 
of the exploitation of natural resources; recognises that the actions undertaken by 
environmental defenders are essential as they search for, devise and disseminate viable 
solutions and mechanisms for prevention, resilience and adaptation to climate change to 
the people living in affected territories;

2. Recalls that the continuing destruction and degradation of biodiversity will undermine 
the enjoyment of a wide range of human rights; deplores the fact that states have utterly 
failed to meet the aim of reducing the rate of biodiversity loss; recalls that the harmful 
effects of ecosystem degradation are being borne disproportionately by the poor and are 
sometimes the principal factor causing poverty and social conflicts; reiterates the duty 
of states to effectively address the drivers of biodiversity loss, including by 
mainstreaming obligations for conservation and sustainable use of resources into 
broader development policies; emphasises, more broadly, that states have obligations 
not only to protect environmental defenders, but also to protect the ecosystems on which 
the human rights of so many people depend;

3. Stresses that the populations of developing countries are directly dependent on 
biodiversity for their food security, health security and economic security; deplores the 
fact that the degradation of biodiversity caused by climate change, and the resulting loss 
of resources, is increasing the vulnerability of those populations and is detrimental to 
their fundamental rights and their dignity;

4. Emphasises the fact that developing countries cannot deal with the effects of climate 
change by themselves and that they are often dependent on international assistance in 
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relation to their crisis management capacity and their capacity to adapt to and anticipate 
the effects of climate change; recalls, in this connection, the commitment made by the 
signatory countries to the Paris Agreements to mobilise at least USD 100 billion per 
year to undertake climate change mitigation and adaptation activities in developing 
countries in order to strengthen the resilience of the residents affected;

5. Calls on the Union and its Member States to support, at the next UN General Assembly, 
the global recognition of the right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment;

6. Stresses the importance of the key role of environmental activists in protecting the 
fundamental rights and the dignity of those impacted by the effects of climate change; 
emphasises that they are vital in highlighting and protecting our public goods, and in 
particular indigenous and community heritage areas;

7. Notes that environmental activists often work in dangerous environments, where armed 
clashes, over-exploitation and poaching are rife, while environmental degradation and 
resource depletion merely heighten these tensions;

8. Expresses its deep concern at the increasing criminalisation and persecution of 
environmental activists in developing countries, who fall victim to attacks carried out by 
many perpetrators, such as armed groups and militias or private individuals, and 
intimidation by some governments and multinational companies that are, in some 
places, investing in projects which contribute to the exploitation of natural, non-
renewable resources, thus causing deforestation, loss of biodiversity and human rights 
violations, mostly affecting women, local communities and indigenous peoples; recalls, 
in this respect, that indigenous people play a vital role for the sustainable management 
of natural resources and the conservation of biodiversity; calls on the EU not to finance 
projects which could contribute to the eviction of indigenous peoples from their 
homelands; recommends that EU Member States which have not yet done so, ratify 
International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 169 on Indigenous and Tribal 
Peoples; in particular, calls the EU and its partner countries to recognise and protect 
indigenous peoples’ rights to customary ownership and control of their lands and natural 
resources, as set out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and ILO Convention 169, and to comply with the principle of free, prior and 
informed consent by enabling collective registration of land; condemns any attempts to 
deregulate environmental and human rights protections in the context of the COVID-19 
pandemic and other crises; expresses its concern at the situation of environmental 
defenders and whistle-blowers throughout the world; calls on the Commission to 
support environmental defenders across the world and to ensure an action plan against 
the increased violence used to force communities off their lands in the face of the 
COVID-19 pandemic;

9. Highlights that while attacks and threats happen everywhere in the world, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders outlines that it is 
particularly dramatic in Latin America and Asia, where some international investors, 
companies and local governments ignore the legitimate concerns of populations; notes 
that in many cases, conflicts and violations take place within a context of economic 
inequality and social exclusion; denounces the judicial persecution and criminalisation 
of environmental activists in the Amazon region, where attacks, killings and persecution 
of environmental activists are on the rise; denounces the increased number of attacks 
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against, and the persecution of environmental activists in Honduras and the recent 
killing of Guapinol environmental activists; notes that over the last three years, 578 
killings of environmental, land and indigenous peoples’ rights defenders have been 
recorded; stresses that the Philippines is consistently top of the list of countries where it 
is most dangerous to be an environmental rights defender; reiterates its call on the 
Commission, given the seriousness of the human rights violations in the country and in 
the absence of any substantial improvement or willingness to cooperate on the part of 
the Philippines authorities, to initiate the procedure that could lead to the temporary 
withdrawal of preferences under the Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus (GSP+);

10. Calls on the Commission to secure the independence of impact assessment studies prior 
to the conclusion of trade and cooperation agreements and the implementation of 
development projects, with a specific focus on measuring and preventing their effects 
on the rights of local populations; insists that impact assessments be conducted with the 
significant participation of civil society and local communities and that the findings be 
duly taken into account in economic agreements and development projects; calls on the 
Commission to reassess the execution of projects in the event of human rights 
violations;

11. Stresses that environmental defenders in developing countries play a vital role in 
protecting forests and ecosystems and that indigenous-managed lands have lower 
deforestation rates and better conservation outcomes than protection zones that exclude 
indigenous peoples;

12. Expresses its deep concern that climate change will lead to the destruction of habitable 
land, the withering of ecosystems and increased desertification in certain territories, 
especially in developing countries; believes that in the next few years the impact of 
climate change will force many to move as their land is no longer habitable, and as 
such, will create more environmental migrants from developing and 
developed countries; emphasises that, to that end and to ensure that human rights and 
dignity are preserved, international recognition of environmental refugee status needs to 
be considered; notes, in connection with this, that the 1951 Refugee Convention does 
not cover the protection of persons displaced for environmental reasons; calls for 
common terminology to be clarified, both internationally and Europe-wide, regarding 
the conditions applicable to people moving as a result of climate change; draws 
attention, in this respect, to the landmark decision of the UN Human Rights Committee 
in the case o Teitiota v New Zealand, which recognised that people fleeing climate-
related and natural disasters have a valid claim for international protection under the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; calls on the Commission and the 
Member States to take stock of this ruling as an incentive to clarify common 
terminology at the international and European level concerning the conditions of 
climate-induced migration and to take all the necessary measures to ensure full 
protection of climate-displaced persons under EU law and to provide an appropriate 
asylum system, as well as creating channels for safe and regular migration; calls on the 
EU and its Member States to develop and adopt, as part of the reform of the Union’s 
migration and asylum policy, appropriate measures such as mobility schemes, skilling 
and re-skilling for third-country workers coming from countries particularly affected by 
the adverse impacts of climate change; calls for the use of humanitarian visas and 
temporary protection for persons displaced by sudden-onset disasters and for the long-
term admission of persons coming from countries that are becoming or have become 
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uninhabitable due to climate change;

13. Deems that the introduction of EU legislation on binding, harmonised and mandatory 
business due diligence can help improve the defence of human rights and compliance 
with environmental standards in the fight against impunity and climate change in 
developing countries and contribute to the implementation of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, the Paris Agreement and the objectives of the EU Green Deal; 
stresses that future legislation should take into account the specific needs and rights of 
women and vulnerable groups such as children and indigenous people; calls on the 
Commission to continue working towards the approval of the UN binding treaty for 
transnational corporations on human rights; in this connection, welcomes the 
Commission’s plan to draft a legislative proposal on this topic which ensures access to 
justice for victims of human rights violations and provides mechanisms for redress and 
accountability for the communities affected; highlights the important role of the private 
sector and investments in the fight against climate change; stresses the proven benefits 
for companies of having effective responsible business conduct practices in place; 
reiterates that EU investment and trade agreements should include binding and 
enforceable provisions to address climate change, deforestation, biodiversity loss and 
the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, through an 
effective monitoring and enforcement mechanism; believes from a development 
perspective that EU trade policy review should redefine, promote and reinforce the 
protection of the environment and human rights; stresses that social, environmental and 
human rights due diligence duties should be enforced within new trade mechanisms 
such as free trade agreements, Economic Partnership Agreements, Generalised Schemes 
of Preferences and Investment Agreements;

14. Recalls that the negative consequences of climate change undermine a country’s 
development prospects, compounding already existing inequalities such as gender 
disparities; underlines that the impact of climate change is worse for more vulnerable 
people such as women and girls, and that 80 % of people displaced by climate change 
are women; welcomes the commitments made by Commission Vice-President Frans 
Timmermans to redress gender inequalities that are exacerbated by climate change; 
urges the Commission to mainstream gender equality and climate justice in the 
formulation and implementation of all policies that have an impact on the situation of 
women and girls, and to promote the participation of indigenous women, women’s 
rights defenders and all marginalised gender communities within the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change framework;

15. Calls on the Commission to check carefully that the infrastructure and energy projects 
financed through the various development cooperation and external policy instruments, 
including through the European Investment Bank, uphold and do not jeopardise human 
rights, the Sustainable Development Goals, the objectives of the Paris agreement to 
combat climate change or the European Green Deal; stresses that the activities financed 
through development finance institutions without the consent or meaningful 
consultation of local communities and marginalised groups may cause threats for human 
rights and environmental defenders; calls, in this regard, for careful evaluation of 
whether the proposed projects have been formulated in consultation with indigenous 
communities and local populations and have included their experience and knowledge 
of local ecology, human rights and development needs; stresses that a number of 
environmental conflicts could be avoided by prior consultation with and active 
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participation of local communities, indigenous peoples and environmental activists; 
more broadly, recalls that a rights-based approach should be operationalised and strictly 
applied and respected in all official development assistance funded projects, particularly 
regarding the rights of pastoralists and indigenous peoples, which implies the provision 
of effective complaint and redress mechanisms, in accordance with Commission 
Recommendation 2013/396/EU of 11 June 2013, notably in case climate actions violate 
their rights; calls on the Commission and Member States to increase support to 
developing countries in order to achieve durable solutions for environmentally displaced 
persons, including indigenous peoples, pastoralists and other rural populations whose 
traditional livelihoods have been destroyed by the adverse impacts of climate change, 
and to find new livelihoods which are better adapted to a changing climate;

16. Stresses that the actions of environmental activists are absolutely in keeping with the 
Sustainable Development Goals and that the systemic implementation of these goals 
should be pursued locally, nationally and internationally;

17. Invites the Commission to improve the framework for the protection of human rights 
defenders and environmental activists by enabling them to have a better awareness of 
their rights and the protective measures from which they may benefit, as well as to 
strengthen the network and improve connectivity between organisations engaged in the 
fight against climate change and biodiversity loss in developing countries and 
worldwide; urges states to recognise that defenders of biodiversity, which contributes to 
safe, clean, healthy and sustainable development, are also human rights defenders; to 
this end, calls on the EU and its Member States to examine the case for giving legal 
personality to nature, thereby strengthening the legal protection of the environment; 
calls on the Commission to pay specific attention to the differentiated protection needs 
of women human rights defenders, acknowledging their role as powerful agents of 
change, in particular for climate action; stresses, in this regard, the need to support 
capacity building and women’s role as educators and promoters of change and to ensure 
adequate financing for these organisations; recalls how often women community leaders 
and environmental activists are victims of repression and even murder, as in the case of 
the valiant activists nominated and shortlisted for the European Parliament’s Sakharov 
Prize for Freedom of Thought, namely Marielle Franco from Brazil, assassinated in 
2018, and Berta Cáceres from Honduras, assassinated in 2016; calls on the Commission 
to demand effective investigations and to bring to justice those responsible for murders 
of environmental activists; points to the provisions of the Escazú agreement on 
international environmental law, particularly in relation to the interdependence between 
the environment and human rights and the need to protect environmental activists; 
encourages the Commission and the Member States to conclude similar agreements 
with other macro regions worldwide;

18. Calls on the Commission to envisage adequate support for local, regional and 
international networks for environmental defenders in order to facilitate their 
cooperation and enable them to step up their activities and contribution to protecting 
natural ecosystems; encourages the mobilisation of financial resources for 
environmental defenders in order for them to be able to invest in better equipment for 
more efficient observation of territories that are endangered by climate change, as well 
as the provision of support for the collection of scientific data and best practices, the 
development of environmental education programmes for adaptation to environmental 
changes, and development projects to improve environmental conditions and quality of 
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life; urges partner countries to adopt measures to effectively engage indigenous peoples 
in climate change adaptation and mitigation measures and to provide, to this effect, 
technical and financial assistance that directly reaches indigenous peoples to support 
self-government, territorial control and management;

19. Calls for the European Union to support a regional approach in the response to the 
effects of climate change in developing countries in order to give decentralised local 
authorities, local civil society organisations and environmental activists a greater role in 
tackling the environmental, social and economic effects of climate change;

20. Calls on the Council and the European External Action service (EEAS) to strengthen 
the application of their guidelines on support for human rights defenders, to 
systematically take into consideration measures to protect human rights defenders and, 
in addition to reacting to specific situations, to develop a long-term strategy to protect 
human rights defenders as effectively as possible;

21. Urges the Commission to provide support for states to introduce protection mechanisms 
and legislation that would define environmental defenders, recognise their work and 
guarantee their protection;

22. Considers that the Council and the EEAS should present an annual report to the 
European Parliament on EU action on protecting human rights defenders;

23. Requests increased political and financial support for environmental rights defenders 
and systematically condemns reprisals against them;

24. Calls for the EU, in accordance with UN Human Rights Council resolution 40/11 of 21 
March 2019, to facilitate public awareness and participation in environmental decision-
making, including with civil society, women, children and young people, indigenous 
people, and rural and local communities, not limited to developing countries but 
globally.
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