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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Firmly opposes the European Council’s cut to the Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI) and deplores its rejection of the 
additional EUR 10,5 bn for the NDICI and EUR 5 bn for Humanitarian Aid from 
NextGenerationEU for a COVID-19 response; emphasises that this is illogical and 
unacceptable in the face of the pandemic which particularly hits the most vulnerable and 
has devastating repercussions on the pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(‘SDGs’), including on the eradication of poverty and the reduction of inequality, and of 
the humanitarian crises and the relentlessly aggravating climate crisis, the latter calling 
for stronger support for the global implementation of the Paris Agreement and for 
giving strong substance to the European Green Deal’s external dimension; considers 
that at a time when the Member States are facing strong difficulties to agree on a 
common migration policy, cutting the budget intended to tackle the abovementioned 
structural causes of uncontrolled migration is absolutely inconsistent and undermines 
the role of the Union as an international actor promoting stability and human rights;

2. Insists on the need for a differentiated set of NDICI budget lines providing 
transparency, predictability, accountability and proper Parliament influence; reminds 
that the negotiations on NDICI are still ongoing and that adaptations i.a. in relation to 
the new Africa-EU partnership need to be reflected in NDICI and its respective budget 
lines;

3. Notes that indicators of human development are expected to register a decline for the 
first time since the 1990s; recalls the urgent need to invest in social inclusion and 
human development , in order to support and strengthen the provision of basic social 
services, such as health, education (in particular schools reopening and remote learning 
opportunities), nutrition, food security, water, hygiene and sanitation and social 
protection, particularly to the most marginalised, and with an emphasis on women, 
children and people with disabilities;

4. Emphasises the urgent need to step up development cooperation on health, remote and 
inclusive learning programmes of high quality, and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation, as well as on biodiversity, nutrition, sustainable agriculture and food 
security, as the pandemic worsens the upward trend in global hunger; points out that in 
this regard support to institution building and strengthening and education to enlarge the 
skilled labour force are of great importance; affirms that a much higher sum for the 
people, planet, prosperity and partnership lines than the figure for the Global Challenges 
line in the draft budget is indispensable;

5. Encourages a reinforcement of decentralised cooperation with local authorities and of 
triangular cooperation to support the implementation of the SDGs and recovery from 
the Covid-19 pandemic;

6. Notes that the EU-Africa partnership has been attributed geopolitical importance and 
that cooperation with Africa plays an important role in reaching climate and energy 
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targets; stresses the importance of channelling investments towards a carbon free 
economy by developing renewable energy sources and facilitating technology transfer 
such as for example solar power or green gas, including aspects of infrastructure and 
connectivity;

7. Notes that the increase in the humanitarian aid chapter still leaves a huge gap to the 
final figure in 2019; points out that the needs related to pandemics, disasters, 
displacements and other needs will increase, not shrink, requiring an increase in 
humanitarian aid funds to accompany the growing needs;

8. Emphasises the need for safeguards against the crowding out of internal or external use 
of the Solidarity and Emergency Aid Reserve;

9. Stresses the need for parliamentary oversight over the global challenges and priorities 
cushion; insists that this cushion can only exist in the annual budget under the condition 
that decisions on the mobilisation of funds are taken by delegated acts to fund the 
specific geographic, thematic and rapid response budget lines;

10. Underlines the need to ensure the financing of the EU Aid Volunteers initiative under 
Regulation (EU) No 375/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council1, in the 
event of a possible impasse in the ongoing negotiations on the European Solidarity 
Corps programme, as volunteers play an important role in the provision of humanitarian 
aid and can contribute to the Union’s capacity to cope with additional humanitarian 
needs in the view of the COVID 19 pandemic.

1 Regulation (EU) No 375/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 April 2014 establishing the 
European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Corps ( EU Aid Volunteers initiative ) (OJ L 122, 24.4.2014, p. 1). 
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